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DISTRICT NURSINGIN LONDON 


HE provisional committee appointed last 
year on district nursing in Loncon have now 
so tar completed their labours as to embody the 


results in a report issued as a White Paper and 
received at a representative conference last week. 
We understand that the minority report signed by 
Miss Mona Wilson, Mr. Frank Briant (with re- 
servations) and Miss Margaret Bondfield did not 
meet with any considerable support, the recom- 
mendations of the majority being adopted with 
practical unanimity. It is important also to note 
that as a result of the conference the nursing pro- 
fession, as distinct from district nursing associa- 
tions, is to be represented on the council which it 
will be the next step-of the re-elected provisional 
committee to get into shape. We learn that a 
meeting of the committee will shortly be held, 
and that the various bodies concerned will be in- 
vited to appoint representatives to serve on the 
first central council. 

The principal point of difference between the 
majority and minority reports appears to be with 
regard to the proposed constitution of the central 
council. The majority report recommends that 
the council should consist of representatives of 
(a) the churches, (b) public authorities, (c) charit- 
able and philanthropic agencies, (d) friendly 





societies, (e) the medical proiession, (jf) the nurs- 
ing proiession, (g) the district nursing associations, 
(h) other persons interested in the matter. As a 
result of the conference two other bodies, the 
second, from the nursing point of view, of very 
great importance, were added, viz., friendly 
societies and the nursing profession. The 
minority state that they “deprecate the estab- 
lishment of a large permanent council composed 
in the manner suggested, and would advocate, 
instead, the formation of a small committee, 
somewhat analogous to the Homeless Poor Com- 
mittee, to work definitely under the auspices of 
the Local Government Board, as does also the 
(Voluntary) Central Health Committee for Lon- 
don, which meets at the Board’s offices under th« 
chairmanship of one of the Assistant Secretaries 
of the Board.” This committee, they further re- 
commend, should consist of representatives both 
of the various associations concerned in nurs- 
ing among the poor and (b) of the public authori- 
ties in the area, viz.: the L.C.C., the Metro- 
politan Borough Councils, the Boards of 
Guardians, and the Insurance Committee. 

Apart from the question of the constitution of 
the council the most important point of differ- 
ence between the two reports is on thé question 
of the “State rsus the “voluntary 
nurse” (our words, for brevity’s sake) and 
in a memorandum th -hairman, Sir Arthur 
Downes, says “the signatories of the minority 
report have attributed to the majority the assump- 
tion that any direct provision of nurses by public 
authorities for the nursing of the sick poor in their 
own homes is to be ruled out of consideration 
the majority are not aware that they have made 
such an assumption, nor have they any intention 
to do so. Such a course would, in fact, have been 
irrelevant and futile. Obviously, the committee 
could not presume to say that at no time, and 
under no circumstances, would the provision of 
an official district nurse be necessary or desirable. 
Nor could any dictum of theirs have any binding 
effect on a public body. the conference was 
convened for the purpose of bringing together the 
voluntary agencies which have created, and 
hitherto have been solely engaged in the work of, 
district nursing in London. The essential work 
of the provisional committee was to prepare a 
scheme to bring these agencies into closer co- 
operation, in order to meet the demands for nursé¢ 
ing the sick poor in their own homes on systematic 
lines. the minority with justice commend 
the work of the voluntary agencies, the machinery 
of which stands ready to hand, and all that the 
majority wish to claim is that, with a relatively 
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small but united effort, this would continue to 
meet the requirements of those public bodies 
who may desire to avail themselves of it.” 

It does . not appear that the question as to 
whether the nursing service of the future is to 
be confined to persons insured under the National 
Insurance Act, or whether it is to be ava lable 
by all sick persons (whether insured or uninsured 
Is yet decided, and on this decision of course 
must depend the ultimate choice of the body or 
bodies through which the fund of a quarter of a 
million promised in the Budget will be admin- 
istered. The utter impracticability of expecting 
a district nurse to confine her attentions to an 
insured patient in a household and to ignore an- 
other member of the household because he or she 
is uninsured was pointed out by a writer in th 
British Medical Journal the other day. If, how- 
ever, it should be decided that the uninsured are 
eligible equally with the insured, it should surely 
be quite practicable to take the average cost per 
patient (this has been calculated for London 
at eightpence) as the basis for a grant in aid, 
the- money thus received by the association to 
which the nurse belongs going towards making 
up the drop which will undoubtedly take place in 
voluntary subscriptions. 


NURSING NOTES 
NURSING GRANTS. 

OTHING has yet transpired in regard to the 

machinery which the Government will adopt 
in administering the nursing grants for which pro- 
vision is made in the Budget. It appears that 
the Local Government Board is taking steps to 
ascertain what are the views of local authorities 
on the subject. There may be some disagree- 
ment on the matter, because in certain parts of 
the country, Scotland for instance, the local in- 
surance committees are asking that the duties of 
administration should be granted to them. 
Whilst they have an important part to play as 
regards the health of the insured portion of the 
population, nevertheless they do not cover the 
different areas in the country in the way which 
the public health authorities do who deal with 
such matters as infectious disease and sanitation. 
Perhaps the matter will be decided on the scope 
of the nursing service to be subsidised by the 
grants. If the benefits are to extend to the whole 
population irrespective of health insurance, then 
it is more than possible that the public health 
authority will be given the administration of the 
new funds. 

At a conference held at the Local Government 
Board offices last week to consider the reports of 
the Provisional Committee appointed last year on 
district nursing in London, Mr. Herbert Samuel 
said the remarkable reduction in the death rate— 
about 80 per cent. in 20 years—was largely due 
fo the creation of a new nursing service. 

The Government proposed to vote a quarter of 
a million pounds a year in aid of nursing services. 

A resolution was adopted establishing a central 
council for London, with the object of systematis- 
ing the arrangements for district nursing. 











LL 


THE B.M.A. ON THE NURSING SERVICE. 

Tue Committee of the British Medical Ass Cla- 
tion Says ol the prop sed nursing service that all 
practitioners will agree that efficient nursing ig 
an essential part ol the treatment of all cas 3 of 
serious illness. In many districts there exist 
rganisations, tor the most part voluntary, whieh 
make some provision for the nursing of persang 
of the industrial classes, but an extension of thig 
essential part of effective treatment would, the 
Committee believe s, be welcomed by the m dical 
profession. The Committee suggests that any 
established with the assistance of 
the State should be under the control of the pro- 
posed new Joint Committee, and that this body 
should utilise to the full the veluntary organisa- 
already in existence, supplementing them 
where necessary by grants or by the establish. 
ment of a nursing service under their direct con- 
trol. The Committee, however, recognises that 
it will be necessary to proceed gradually, inas- 
much as the number of competent nurses at pre- 
sent available is not adequate to the needs of a 
complete nursing service for the whole country, 


nursing system 


tions 


ROYAL .NATIONAL PENSION FUND. 

THE annual report states that the number of 
policies issued during the year was 1,245 and the 
total premiums received amounted to £129,644, 
One hundred and eighty-one nurses became 
annuitants during the year, the total number of 
nurses drawing annuities at the end of 1913 was 
1,696, the average annuity being slightly over 
£26 1s. 

Thirty-eight 
issued for weekly sick pay of £21 10s., produc- 
ing in annual premiums £63 10s.; the total 
premiums received during the year amounted to 
£1,472 13s. 2d. and the amount distributed to 27 
nurses was £1,888 12s. 9d. 

Miss Mabel Cave has resigned her position as 
the policy-holders’ representative and Miss 
Darbyshire (St. Mary’s Hospital, London) has 
been proposed to take her place; Miss Chambers 
late Ancoats Hospital Manchester) and Miss 
Bennett (Metropolitan Hospital) retire now by 
rotation from the Council. The Junius Morgan 
Benevolent Fund reports a year’s successful work 
in which 1,634 interviews were held in the office, 
199 visits paid to lonely, aged, sick or infirm nurses. 

TERRITORIAL NURSING. 
interesting and instructive afternoon 


sickness assurance policies were 


4 


\ VERY 
vas spent on June 13th by members of the Terri- 
torial Foree Nursing Service belonging to Number 
3 General Hospital, London. By arrangement 
of the commanding officers—Dr. Bruce Porter and 
Major Miller, the orderlies of Number 3 Hospital 
and some of the sisters and nurses assembled in 
one of the fields belonging to Holland House, 
Kensington, kindly lent for the afternoon by Lady 
Ilchester, tents and apparatus having been kindly 
lent by the R.A.M.C. The orderlies first pro- 
ceeded to put up an operation tent and then the 
nurses under the superintendence of Miss Barrett 
and Miss Tupper—sisters on the staff of the Terri- 
torial Hospital—fitted this up as an emergency 





operating theatre utilising all the appliances they 
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could lay hands on. When it was ready Miss 
Sidney Browne, R.R.C., matron in chief of the 
1 
I 


.F.N.S., Miss Barton, principal matron of th 
jospital, and Dr. Bruce Porter inspected the 
arrangements which they considered wonderfully 
w ‘arried out in the circumstances. The or- 
derlies were then assembled and the arrange- 
ments and apparatus explained to them. Lieut. 
Fish, the quartermaster, gave a short lecture ex- 


plaining some of the Rules of the T.F.N.S. and 
arrangements about store Ss, etc. A bell tent was 
put up and a demonstration given of the number 
that can sleep in this if properly arranged. A 
bivouac was also put up, and a flag-stand 
g the Union Jack and the red cross flag 
After this a photograph was taken and a delight- 
ful and much appreciated tea was spread on the 
grass. 


THE INFANTS’ HOSPITAL NURSES’ HOME. 


'nE new home for the nursing staff at the 
Infants’ Hospital, Vincent Square, opened by 
H.R.H. the Duchess of Albany last Friday, is a 
delightful place, containing twenty-one bedrooms, 
four bathrooms, sitting-room, and writing-room, 
all charmingly fitted up. The prevailing note is 
white walls and green floors and woodwork, and 
the pretty chintzes in the sitting-rooms and 
Libe rty bedspreads in the bedrooms give an 
artistic finish to these most attractive rooms. The 


night sister’s room is at the top of the building 
Tl day sisters have their bedrooms at the new 
home, while two will continue to live in the 
hospital building. One bedroom will be set 
wwart as a sick mM r use n cases Ol septic 
throats and other ailments necessitating imme- 
d isolation. There is an outside fire escape. 


The lower part of the building is devoted to the out- 
patients and to a splendidly equipped researcl 
laboratory, of which one of the sisters will have 
charge. The milk tests at this hospital, which has 
its own farm in Kent, are a very important part of 
the work. The new home is due to the generosity 
of the treasurer, Mr. Robert Mond, who has under- 
taken the whole burden of expenditure. Both 
the home and hospital were lavishly decorated 
with flowers and bunting for the occasion, and 
the top ward was specially noticeable on account 
of the pink and white muslin cot-spreads, at 
which the sisters and nurses had worked very 
hard in preparation for the ceremony. The 
ribbons and new jackets for the babies were pro- 
vided by the Linen Guild, which has recently been 
strengthened by the appointment of Mrs. Robin 
Grey as vice-president, Miss Choate as hon. trea- 
surer, and Miss Sinclair as hon. secretary; the 
Countess of Lytton is the president. A meeting 
f the Guild, which is an important adjunct to the 
work, since many of the little patients come from 
very poor homes, will be held on June 24. 


SURGICAL WORK IN THE COUNTRY. 


THE complaint is sometimes heard that the 
work of a district nurse in the country is dull and 
monotonous, and that if some good surgical work 
were possible it would make all the difference to 





the attractiveness of the life. Nurses wili there- 
fore be interested to learn that in the Britis 

Medical Journal Mr. J. Eustace Webb, M.B.., « 

Looe, Cornwall, enters pi ior surgical wor! 
in the cottage Dy the country pract nd 
refers to the assistance of a Klitul nurse is ne 
of the essentials. He gives a list of op r 


he has carried out in his practice and incidentally 


he refers in high terms to the able and skilful s 
vices of Miss Clarke, tl Queel! 1urse n his 
district, who was aiways re dy ior surg 
emergencies. 
COMMISSIONS. 
A cASE that has lessons for nurses was heard 


last week at Marylebone, when Miss Fra 
Irons sued Mr. Stanley Flemmer, of the Harley 
Institute, for £18 6s. The evidence showed that 
the M.A.B. had approached the matron of a 
nursing institute in North London for nurses to 
be paid at the rate of two and a half guineas a 
week. The matron, having no nurse to send, 
applied to Mr. Flemmer for nurses at two 
guineas, and he sent Miss Irons When the 
latter heard that the M.A.B. salary was two and 
a half guineas, she claimed the extra half-guinea 
weekly less Mr. Flemmer’s commission. As 
Miss Irons had, however, accepted the work at 
two guineas, she was only awarded her fees on 
that basis. The case shows that nurses engaged 
for any public post by an agency should first 
inquire what the official salary is; in this cas 


ances 


which ‘commission was deducted, and the 
matron of the Institute evidently considered 


self entitled to the half-guinea, which works out 
at commission \f 90 ner cent. Tt 1] } y 
membered that five or ten per cent. is the com- 
mission usually considered fair 
MARRIAGE OF A MATRON. 
Miss ANNIE Crort GLOVER, matron at thé 


David Lewis Northern Hospital, Liverpool, S 
retiring from her position upon her approaching 
marriage to Mr. A. Fidler, county surveyor of 
Northampton. 

Miss Glover has been matron at the Northern 
Hospital for eleven years, and came from the 
Westminster Hospital, where she had _ been 
assistant matron for five years. Miss Glover is 
also the principal matron in the Nursing Corps of 
the South-West Laneashire Territorial Division, 
and was presented to King Edward at Knowsley 
in 1909, and to King George at St. George’s Hall, 
last year, on the occasion of reviews of the hos- 
pital staffs of the local Territorial division 

CHANGES IN LONDON HOSPITALS. 

Notnuine has been decided yet with respect to 
the removal of Westminster Hospital and of St. 
George's Hospital, but it seems probable that the 
former will move to a site at Clapham and that 
St. George’s will for the present remain where it 
is and not carry out the proposed amalgamation. 
We learn that the Assistant Matron of St. 
George’s has also resigned. It is probable that a 
great many changes will be made in internal 
management. 
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MANNER. 

SOMEONE has said “The dark angel shadows all 
the host,” and there is no truer saying, but it is 
none the less regrettable It would appear from 
the tone of an otherwise fair-minded article in the 
East Anglian Daily Times on the subject of State 
registration of nurses, that the writer had had 
an unfortunate experience, for he refers to the 
“pontifical airs assumed by the highly trained 
and much-certificated sister.” 

He has probably had occasion to visit the ward 
ot some hospital and has been subject to th 
general air of unwelcome with which the lay 
visitor is sometimes received by the nurse in 
charge and which, combined with the starched 
uniform, the vista of neatly-made beds, and the 
uncertainty of foothold on the polished floor, 
make the memory of such a visit anything but 
pleasant. Tricks of manner, shyness and awk- 
wardness on the part of the nurse are mostly 
responsible and it is totally unnecessary to make 
the visitor feel a stranger in a strange land, but 
it is surely a minority of the profession who con- 
sclously carry themselves with “so great an air.” 
But why “quasi-profession” as the writer calls 
it? What else but a profession is a work which 
requires that those who qualify for it should go 
through a long and arduous course of training and 
demands at all times the best powers of mind 
and body of which its members are capable? 
Our quasi-critic can perhaps answer this question. 

CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL. 

WE are clad to see that Charing Cross Hos- 
pital has now raised the salaries of the nursing 
staff, an example which we hope will be widely 
followed by other general hospitals. The new scale 
decided by the Council after careful consideration 
is to take effect as from the Ist June. Sisters 
will begin at £35 and rise to £50, instead of £30 
to £45; Staff Nurses, instead of remaining at £26, 
will rise to £28 and £30; and probationer nurses 
will receive £10 the first year instead of £6. 
Although these changes will involve an additional 
burden on the Hospital’s funds of approximately 
£150 per annum, the Council feel that this ex- 
penditure is absolutely justified and that in in- 
curring it they will have the full approval of their 
friends and supporters. 

NEEDLEWORK COMPETITION. 

Our readers have no doubt already begun work 
for the Needlework Competition, the entries for 
which will be sold for the Trained Nurses’ An- 
nuity Fund. All nurses who are clever with their 
needl should enter for one of the classes (par- 
ticulars of which will be found on p. 811) and those 
who do not wish to compete are asked to he Ip us 
by making useful garments for the Sale and by 
inducing their friends to send us contributions 
either of work or money. This vear we must raise 
enough monéy to found the special Nursina 
. Remember there are sixty dis- 
abled nurses on the waiting list of the Fund 
Nurses who would like to he Ip ind have not the 
time to work may be glad to take advantage of 
the offer made by Miss Greene (see p. 811) who 
will undertake to knit garments for the Sale if 
the material is supplied to her. 
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PICTURE OF FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE. 

We would remind our readers that copies of the 
beautiful picture of Florence Nightingale (taken 
from the stained glass window in the Glasgow 
hioyal Infirmary) can be had on application to this 
ottice price 3d. post Iree. The face of Miss Nightin- 
gale in this picture has the sweetest expression we 
have ever seen in any portrait, and the repro- 
duction won great admiration from the hundreds 
of nurses who purchased a copy at the recent 
Nursing Exhibition. The picture is well printed 
on white card suitable for framing and should 
be in the possession of every nurse all over the 
world. It may interest our readers to know tha. 
the profits from the sale will go to the magnificent 
Royal Infirmary in Glasgow, the extensions of 
which the King is to open this summer. 

NEWS IN BRIEF. 

THe Leeds General Iifirmary is to be greatly 
extended as a memorial to King Edward VII.— 
Dissatisfaction has been expressed that only 5s 
an evening is paid by the L.C.C. for teaching on 
health subjects, while cooking and housework is 
paid for at the rate of 7s.—The Royal Hospital 
for Diseases of the Chest is appealing for £60,000, 
this year being its centenary.—The foundation 
stones of the Chelsea Hospital for Women and 
of the Nurses’ Home were laid by the Earl and 
Countess of Cadogan last week.—Miss J. E. 
Pritchard, trained at St. Bartholomew's and later 
a superintendent in Lady Minto’s Nursing Asso- 
ciation in India, has been appointed superinten- 
dent-general of the King Edward Order of Nurses, 
South Africa.—Miss Geraldine Moore, described 
as a certificated nurse, gave evidence at an 
inquest that she nursed patients for a “faith 
healer.”—We all know how poorly Trish dispen- 
sary nurses are paid, vet the L.G.B. refused to 
sanction a £10 increase to the Cappagh nurse 
who has to keep a pony and trap for her work. 


EVENTS OF THE WEEK 
June 17th, 1914. 
ai HE third international Salvation Army Congress 
is being held in London. Delegates have come 
from all parts of the world and the proceedings are 
carried on in 23 different languages. 
Two bomb outrages attributed to 
taken place in London, one in Westminster Abbey and 
one in St. George’s, Hanover Square, but the damage 
was slight in both cases. 
A great thunderstorm visited London on Sunday 
afternoon, and seven deaths were caused by lightning; 


suffragettes have 


damage was also done by flooding. 

On Monday afternoon a terrific thunderstorm broke 
over Paris and the sudden torrents of rain caused the 
sewers to burst. In several places the roadway has 
ollapsed. engulfing pedestrians and traffic. The loss 
f life is not vet known. 

. = li : the Pretoria and the New York, collided 
in a dense fog. The New York was damaged but no 
lives were | 

The relations between Turkey and Gre are again 
very strained: the affairs in Albania are not yet 
settled, and the fighting goes on. 

H.M. Hospital Ship Waine was washed ash 
the Firth of Lorne, and the crew and patients had to 

ke to the boats. 

An express train from Oxford to London collided 
with an excursion train; several passengers were 
severely injured and the engine-driver was killed. 
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SEA SICKNESS 
aye WILLIAM A. BOYD (Westport Sana- 


um, Conn.) mentions in The Dietetic and 


Hygicnic Gazette that only about one in two 
hundred of the human family are exempt from 
gea-sickness. (This estimate does not include 
young children.) He gives the following hints :— 


Many cases may be prevented by proper pro- 
phylaxis, and the severity of other cases lessened. 
The following suggestions have proved helpful in 
many instances. In selecting a cabin one should 
avoid, if possible, the ends of the ship, and care 
should be exercised to secure one with proper 
ventilation, as the air should be absolutely fresh 
if possible. A vase of fresh flowers should be pro- 
vided, or one or two fragrant potted plants. 
Clothing should be of light, pure woollen material. 
Easy, broad-soled, warm and comfortable shoes 
should be worn. A steamer-chair should be pro- 
vided; it is worth while. When on deck remain 
on the leeward side, in a semi-recumbent position, 
comfortably covered, with eyes closed. Use one 
pillow or none. If cerebral congestion should 
occur, raise the head or sit up awhile. 

The bowels should be in regular condition before 
sailing; taking one or two evacuent pills, calomel, 
Carlsbad salts, effervescing magnesium sulphate, 
or citrate of magnesia the night before going on 
board and an hour before sailing. Cold water 
(Vichy or Apollinaris preferred) should be drunk 
before meals only. Champagne, beer, ale, porter, 
ginger ale, and lemonade may also be taken in 
small quantities. It has been suggested that one 
should eat often and a little at a time, and never 
get up without having eaten something fifteen 
minutes before. Apples and oranges are best. 
Digestion in this condition is vigorous for small 
quantities. Something from the following list 
may be selected: chips of dried beef, dried fish, 
biscuits, fresh acid fruits, almonds, filberts, 
broths, and pastries. Butter, sugar, and milk 
should be avoided. It has been found very bene- 
ficial to lie down about fifteen minutes imme- 
diately after eating. When you have finished a 
meal do not wait, but go direct to your berth or 
elsewhere and lie down. 

Treatment.—In the curative treatment of this 
condition many of the same appliances and drugs 
used prophylactically are also given te alleviate 
it. The bromides, once very popular are now 
largely replaced by other preparations. The 
judicious use of the spinal ice bag has been re- 
commended. There is a disadvantage in its use, 
however, for the patient is compelled to remain 
in his cabin, and in this way inhale air more or 
less impure. 

Several mechanical and physical devices have 
been introduced in Germany. Tousey recom- 
mends two teaspoonfuls of peptones in sherry 
wine poured over cracked ice to be given every 
half hour. Among German remedies, one put up 
in capsules and powders, containing thymol, bis- 
muth. and sodium bicarbonate, has been used 
recently with fair success. If the patient is very 
sick and cannot eat or retain food, mix the yolk of 





two raw eggs with an equal bulk of good i 
or sherry well-beaten gether; this may | 

in teaspoon! il doses at te -minut inte r " 
pint of beer, ale, or porter may be t 

or eight doses at ten-minute intervals.  ( 
pagne frappe or ginger ale, with 20 per « 
brandy or whisky, are excellent, and beef 
meat broths in table spoonful doses may be re- 


tained. In using champagne it is best given after 
it has spent its effervescence, else it is apt 
cause eructations. If proper laxatives do not 
move the bowels an enema of warm water should 
be taken once in two days. Drugs most highl, 
recommended at the present time are veronal, 
validol, methyl valerianate, chloretone, and 
nitrite of amyl. As it is difficult to retain veronal 
(indifferentere form) by mouth, it is best given in 
suppository form (naturum); dose, one-half gram. 
Validol may be administered in several different 
ways: some prefer to take it on a lump of sugar, 
with decreasing dosage: first dose thirty drops; 
second, twenty-five drops; third, fifteen drops 
As the sugar produces nausea in some cases, it 
may be given in a weak alcoholic solution in ten 
to fifteen minim doses, repeated half-hourly, if 
required ; or the same number of minims may be 
given in water or wine every three hours, be- 
ginning from the first attack of vomiting. Chlore- 
tone may be given in tablets, powders, or cap- 
sules. The latter method of administration is said 
to have given best results. As it is very volatile 
it should be put up in gelatine capsules. Opinion 
seems to be somewhat divided in regard to its 
esults. One writer reports that after its use 
headache, malaise, and offensive taste were noted. 
Nitrite of amyl has been used successfully in full 
doses. I disapprove most heartily of the use of 
morphine, cocaine, or of paregoric, which are at 
times thoughtlessly recommended. 








COMPETITION FOR MENTAL NURSES 
(Open to all mental nurses.) 


QUESTION. 

Give your reasons in full for the use of ** suggestion” 
in the treatment of mental diseases, giving the methods 
you would adopt, and the kind of mental cases which in 
your opinion would be suitable for its use. 


PRIZES 


Prizes of £1 1s., 10s., and 5s. and two books will be 
awarded. 


RULES. 


To be carefully observed, or marks will be deducted. 

1. Answers to be written on one side of the paper only 
—any size, though foolscap is preferred. 

2. All the sheets to be fastened together at the left 
hand corner by a small pin or paper-clip. 

3. On the outside of the first sheet is to be written :— 

(a) Full name and address. 
(b) Pseudonym. 
(c) Training details. 

4. On the top of the second sheet the question must be 
written out or pasted on. 

5. The papers must be received at this office, the word 
**Mental” to be written on the corner of the envelope, 
not later than June 30th. Pseudonyms only will be used 
in the examiner’s report. The judge’s decision is final, 
and no paper can be returned. 
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BIRMINGHAM 
TRAINED 


THE 
REGISTRATION OF 

NURSES. 

FTER the Conference (organised last week by the 
d National Council of Nurses) had been opened by the 
Lord Mayor of Birmingham, and an address of welcome 
read by Miss Musson, Prof. Gilbert Barling, the Senior 
Surgeon of the Birmingham Genera! Hospital, who is also 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Birmingham, made 
the first speec h at the Conference on Wednesday morning 
in favour of the State Registration of Trained se 
He said that when he was asked to speak he felt bound 
to do so, because of the great indebtedness he felt to 
trained nurses for the help they had given him. He spok« 
of the benefits of organisation, and pointed out the need 
of it in the nursing profession. He rarely had an oppor 
tunity of advocating State Registration in public, but for 
years he had done and said all he could to further it. 
Doctors, dentists, chemists and midwives were now regis 
tered, and while registration did not ensure perfection, it 
did safeguard the public and secure a minimum of 
efliciency. 

Mrs. George Cadbury also spoke about the need for 
State Registration from the point of view of the public. 
She referred to the many untrained and partially trained 
women who exploited the public under the guise of nurses. 
She felt that nurses needed to go forward and realise that 

gistration was an essential step in the progress of the 
woman s movement. 

Mr. Lionel Stretton of Kidderminster made a most in 
teresting speech in which he referred to his own ex- 


I THE STATE 











perience of nurses and nursing. He said he had worked 
in hospitals with several well-known nurses, and it was 
his knowledge of their work and influence that made him 

nxious to help on a movement to enable the public t 
discriminate between ‘‘margarine nurses” and the genuine 
’ l He referred to Lord K sford I famous 

Purple Pamphlet s tissue oft ta ( us pl 1dices 
and | led | allan Ami se P S we ] 1 
utteran I treated h God ired him.’ M 
Stretton would say “God cured him—I treated 

th the help of trained nurses.” 

Miss Rogers ute matron Leicester Royal Infirmary) 
also spol f the necessity for State recognition of nurses, 
givil personal memories of trained and untrained worl 
from her wide experience. 

The following resolution was proposed and carried 


unanimously : 

‘That in view of the grave injury at present caused to 
public health and to nursing by the absence of a 
statutory register of qualified nurses, this Conference of 
he National Council of Trained Nurses of Great Britain 
Ireland respectfully urges upon the Government to 
facilities for the second reading of the Nurses 
sill introduced into the House of Commons 
by Dr — the first reading of which was carried 
by a majority of 228 on March 3rd of this year.” 





if cistration 


NIGHTINGALE 
NURSING. 

Mrs. Bedford Fenwick spoke of the plan of a permanent 
memorial to the revered founder of the nursing profession 
in England, the late Miss Florence Nightingale. This 
memorial, it seemed to her, should be in the nature of an 
educational foundation, which would make it possible for 
nurses in the future to prepare themselves most fitly to 
follow in her footsteps. People sometimes were inclined 
to overlook the educational side of a nurse’s life, yet it 
was surely most important. Even Miss Nightingale could 
scarcely have been so successful had it not been for het 
remarkable education. Her character was inborn, het 
education acquired. Year by year the demands made on 
nurses increased in every way, but perhaps particularly 
from an educational point of view. It was therefore pro 
posed that the International Memorial to Miss Nightingale 
should take the form of a Chair of Nursing and Health 
placed in one of the English universities, but open to 
every woman as the door to the highest development of 
her capabilities in modern nursing work. Of course for 


If.—FLORENCI HAIR OF 





NURSING CONFERENCE 


such a Chair money was needed, and surely ever body 


vould gladly contribute as everybody had a pers ul in- 
terest in the effi lency ol the nurse¢ rhe sum needed must 
" be £10,000, and £20,000 would be nearer 


ggested that many of the National 


( neil of Nurses, as well as individual nurses in the 

ous countries, could help to organise the work of 
collecting this sum, and it had been proposed that each 
nurse should contribute one day’s pay Applause.) 


ECONOMIC POSITION OF THE 
NURSE. 
In the afternoon Miss E. M. 
Birmingham General Hospital spoke of the economic 
position of the trained nurse and said that at the present 
time they were all much exercised in their minds about 
the shortage of nurses. It had been for some time 
apparent to those who were in hospitals that the supply of 
well-trained nurses fell far short of the demand. She had 
heard it stated that there were too many trained nurses 
but she knew none out of work. A nurse had scarcely 
completed her training before at least half a dozen posts 
were offered her. How was it there was a shortage’? It 
was admitted that there were a great many occupations 
open to educated women, and there were other factors to be 
considered, but none of them she thought were as great as 
the question of the economic position of the nurse. When 
the economic position of a profession was unsound it was 
not likely that it would attract a great many people to 
s ranks. They must distinguish between the nurse in 
ini and the nurse trained. The general public never 


II] THE 


Musson, matron of the 











to rei that there was a difference between the 

ho h: arned her work and the nurse who was 

u g ] batione s hard, her 

hours were long vas strict Che fact 

tl rignts 1 b tre or 

e Ss I Ss ems re in 

of forg g ble part of their work 

d they thoug re of a few extra } ds } innum 

t | iluable teaching tl should | iving. 

Probationers’ | irs I ced nat! hos} ils to 

7 r mol hers « l 1 from 81 to 84 per 

k on 1 t duty I lid not include mea 

time No trained nurs t to any | 

should limit her hours of claimed the 1 

remain the clock round if necessary, but that was a 


different matter to keeping pupils at work. A maximum 
65 hours a week should surely be enough for nurses in 
training whether on day or night duty. There were still 
1 number of hospitals which sve no monthly day off 
no holiday. Every nurse should | have 52 rest days in the 
year not including days on the sick list, which she found 
in many hospitals were counted as holidays. The money 
received by a probationer in training ] 
portant part of her return for her services. It 
better to provide better teaching, shorter ho 
longer holidays than to raise the amount of the pro- 
bationers’ pay. Many parents did not recognise the duty 
of starting a daughter as well in life as a 
who started their daughters often did so at eighteen years 
f age but hospitals did not want them until 21 or 23. 
She hoped they might have some scheme of evolution 
by which nurses might have a better all-round training 
without having to train for seven years, as some of them 
were having to do now. The question of the payment of 
a fully trained nurse was an urgent matter. The most 
satisfactory branch, she supposed, of the profession as 
far as payment was concerned was the co-operative 
private nursing good staff of really well-trained nurses 
working together on co-operative lines could make a very 
She did not say a liberal living but a fair 
living and could put something by for old age She 
compared the wages of nurses and young women engaged 
in the teaching profession and said the former did not 
receive much more than the uncertificated teachers al- 
though it must be remembered that the nurse was a highly 
certificated teacher. The worst part of it was that there 
was so little increase to look forward to. The increase 
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t i i é ‘ ry é tor three 
| x out f u trained nurses but unless 
the tter } 1 they ild not be forthcoming 
Sift i I t I l tt | they MW ild be less 
de\ i to the ! If better payment were given 
e first tl os a irse u d ao would be t make 
son ision I a age In the majority ol! he spitals 
ti mum salary was £3¢ pe innum Besides the 
p I i age they \ yuuld b able to leave their 
fathers and mothers with less strain and stress to them 
se han at present [he sister’s work was arduous, 
her u's were long, the strain and res nsibility were very 
or nd it was a hardship that she should have financial 
‘ in such a great degree The same bad paymen 
extended all through the nurses’ work in hospitals. 1t was 
ditticult to compare the work with that of other professions 
fol rious reasons. It was said that women teachers 
paid so much to learn their professi but that the nurse 
was paid from the beginning. She wished they could go 
back to the days when nurses had to pay for training; 
they would be on a much better footing he shortage of 
nurses was tending to competition between the large hos 
pitals which was very unfortunate. The profession was 





n a very bad economical position when its pupils were 
t better trained all round, and when the teachers were 
so badly trained The only remedy she knew of was 
organisation. They must organis« Nobody was going to 


do anything for them if they did not do something them- 
selves. Without unity in their own ranks they would not 
get better conditions. It was necessary that they should 


make known to the general public and should also inform 


; . 
themselves what was being done by the 


lr the discussion which followed Miss 
ged that probationers should have domesti 


L\ CO-OPERATION AMONG 








was in favour of the State control 


eneral body ol 


Buckingham 
training at 


NURSING 





hospitais 


HOMES 


Mrs Stabb read a paper o1 The Need rt Uo pel 
tion for Superintendents of Nursing Home She ex 
plained what was being done by the London Count 
Council and said that if by co-operation they uld mai 
ta high standard of management the pul stood t 
g rhe lition of « s they were suffering from 
vas becaus t] ck of a definite standard of training 
\ def standard of t1 there was 1 onde: 
t ses ble to pass the ves off as being some 
, e than they 1 e. Many surge nd 

t T a t | Ma “4 is ’ < ~ 
I I bu t I son I 
red l les i sd St t 
} t i f probat t s s. It s 
hich stal ‘ e tl 
) 3 1 stand agall t I d 
r = ~ ] t eY ms f the 
\ tior Sup endents I l d said they 
I t iss t By 
n they hoped iis s dard of nursing 
A ial ; to take = 
ild help to 1 futur cislat re 
1 to suy tendents and the pul 
V.—POOR LAW NURSING 
iiss Gibson, late matron of the Birmingham Infirn 
a n real sed sel ce f P r Law nurs g 
Ss said there re 7,000 wome ntimately engaged in 
nu ig i he P r Law al 1 vho were called nurses, 
but how had a definite recognised training, h 
mal ‘ tially trained, and how many were not 
trained at all, was left to conjecture Her own cor 
ecture would be that the large majority were not trained 
it all or only partially trained. Whenever it was sug- 


] 


gested that the persons in the small rural uni 


he did not think the reason was far to seek 


outlive that unpopularity. The shortage 
could not deny, but she honestly believed 


Law s ice had for years been unpopular; 
ti 


love of nursing was innate in the heart of 


present thers ere many dis iragements 


‘ 





properly nursed they were told that there were 
There must be some reason if nurses could not be 


must be 
no nurses. 
t, and 


iad got 


nurses she 


that by and 
by they would have as many nurses as ever they had. The 





I , ‘ 
ait ! a l parti I St t y at be 1S¢ 
1 I €Xists t i { Dit one nted t 
sugges + } } r ; hand 
for the shortag ] 5 fter the 
three years’ t1 g le J J t out t 
son ng tota a rent » iu the t 

rge the Local G ent B 1 to appoint a Committ 
to msider the le su t witl ‘ ar? 

heme for the benefit of the s I tl s | 
could be quite usily de She sed I 
meeti espectfull) ills on the Le G r I rd 
to consider the advisability of forming an organised ‘ 


i Poor Law nursing 

Miss Wright, Stobhill Hospital, Glasgow, who wa 
described as the head of the largest Poor Law Infirn : 
in the kingdom, seconded the motion, which was carried 


Vi NURSING UNDER THE INSURANCE ACT 

The Conference was resumed on Thursday In th 
morning Miss Huxley (late President of the Irish Nurses 
Association) was in the chair Sir Victor Horsley gavs 
an able address on “ Nursing under the Insurance Act 
He said it was a question of national interest because it 


’ , 
vas an essential part of medical work It was extraord 








ary that numbers of people went through severe illnesses 
without being nursed. The District Nursing Associations 
had worked nobly to remove this reproach, but many 
people still refused to look upon nursing as a necessary 
part of medical treatment. Sometimes the wife thought 
she could nurse her husband properly herself and then 
she objected to the nurs¢ That kind of thing must be 
destroyed, and the Insurance Act was a handy instru 
ment with which to kill it This Act would bring hom: 
e public that if they were properly nursed the 
would make a quicker and better recovery. The Associa 
was a member had pointed out in a 
ig must be riven to the insured as a 























} el efit and fina ed by the State The y little th ught 
then that the Government would acquiesce later o1 The 
Chancellor said he would give a Treasury grant of 
£50,000 this year for nursing benefit, increasing the sum 
to £250,000 next year. This being an accomplished f 
they must 1 see whither t ere sa Che pul 
it t] i ry s st that profes 
s ‘ i i tr t the s T } re I a 
the du t I ed 
nursing as n diff le ot , f 
two } tess Ss wel pal I ( t Stat 
rds the nursing } ! ‘ ed 
sol rhis ’ : ! l \ 
ired pers ted and rved the | 
t s the duty of the State to s . Zi 
P I s d med s Ss we ! s 
he p I nursed by untra 1 persons é s 
t s l € W Mr. R vas Preside of 
the L.G.] ‘ 1 appointed a mitt to ing ! 
t st and t said that tl illed as ! 
rs t rained | n, ought to | 
ibolished Still as a cnew assistant nurses 1 ‘ 
existed at the present time, vere ally advertise 
for by Boards of Guardians sence of 1 t of 
proper remuneration, and proper time for duty and 1 
ea a eda ft t s tate I things The pons 
bility for the health of the mmunity uy the Loc: 
Authorities, and perhaps the best of getting reform 
vas to appeal to them. Governments d only be moved 
by such appeals 
"o. sheneen ¢ ead enna eareal dist ™ ‘ 
gelvy due to the nditions under which they worked 
Some charitable folk seemed to thi i fu trained nurs 
ais not needed tl intry I s is re a 
riminal view, for it was just in the intry that a docto 
uld not always be at |} It was a serious mistake 
to nk of two classes of nurses, one for the rich and 
ne for the poor. soth suffered from the same diseases 
both needed skilled nursing; indeed the poor needed it 
most, because they could do less for themselves Fewer 
women were now entering the profession on account of the 


poor pay and long hours, and the lack of the liberty 
nr ] the ma +} ’ vy open ft wome! 


Five thousand nurses ppornted 1 ' bh 
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service at an annual cost of £750,000, half the cost of a 
Dreadnought! Imp I 
Mr Llovd George w 








n yu I Bs 
was neaitn 


Vil rH! TRAINED NURSE AND 

Dr. Robertson, Medical Officer of He 
of Birmingham, then spoke 1 “The Tr 
Midwifery.” He said that for some t 
very strongly that the present system of 





person who had had a fair education and character, wl 





had not mmitted a crime, w not a drunkard t 
any reasonable person could n ter our training s Is 
and after thi or four months s r the examination 
of the Central Midwives Board nd mn the ent t 
passing be recognised by the State as a proper pers 


to practise midwifery hat while the ord 

ary probationer was not allowed to do anything for tl 

patient without supervision, the midwife was permitted to 
conduct normal labours, and the need for medical aid in 
abnormal cases was left to her judgment and discretion 
The three months’ training was taken up 
with technical knowledge. It was quite impossible for a 
pupil midwife to understand the necessary nursing 





necessariiv 











requisite for every case of labour. He knew it was said 
that labour was not a disease, but a normal process of 
nature; at the same time perhaps asepsis was moré 





necessary in midwifery than anywhere else owing to th« 
ease with which the puerperal patient was assailed bs 
pathogenic germs. Dr. Robertson did not think the 
standard of training was at all sufficient for the work 
performed, and he urged that a more efficient general 
training should be insisted . on He owned that the 
oe Act of 1902 had done much for the poor women 
of England, but not enough, and now was the time to 
Soren and to better general training for 
midwiv or better still for nurses to undertake midwifery 
after their general training 

He hoped the nursing profession would take up the 
matter, and do all in their pow 
improvement in existing conditions 








secure a 





VITI.—SCHOOL NURSING. 





School nursing was described it n interesting address 
by Miss Helen Pearse Superint L.C.C. School 
nurses She said few people reali progress that 





has been made in this department of public health. From 
the time that the London County Council appointed one 
nurse for the whole of London (laughter) the worl 
eadily increased until now the work was organised and 
over 200 were at work in London alone. Each nurse had 
charge of from nine to twelve schools according to size. 
and she had to carry out the doctor’s orders with regard 
to cleanliness and minor ailments. There had been a 
certain amount of trouble, especially at Willesden, in con- 
nection with the subject of cleanliness and head cleansing, 
but that was now fortunately a rare event. The children 
who needed baths were taken to a special station by the 
nurse. The actual bathing was, however, done by bathing 
women under her supervision. The mothers were treated 
as considerately as possible; official warnings were given 
first and if ignored the school nurse was able to get the 
child attended to with or without the parent’s consent 
Generally when the parents saw the change and noticed 
the glossy look returning to the hair, they began to take 
their own duties more to heart. School nursing opened 
branch of work that ought to appeal to lovers of children, 
and undoubtedly the work of school nurses was making 
history as regards the health of the nation. The work 
must be considered a part of the Public Health Depart- 
ment. People must remember that school nurses had 
much clerical work to do. On them devolved the duty 
of sending out official notices and warnings and of keep- 
ing books with details of the treatment carried out. This 





was very necessary not only from progressive motives, 
but also because school nursing was now in its infancy and 
it was wise to keep records to show the actual scope and 
This was necessary when one considered that 
in the beginning looked on 


operat ions. 


some mothers the school nurse 






















Pierce (Medical Superintendent, The 
c lel address on the value of 
the nursing of mental disorders. He pointed 


it that the general tone of the mental nurse had much 
proved of late years. She was better educated and of 

hy social status, and there was less cause fol! com- 

} forn y that uncultured women nursed ladies 





of refinement The standard of training of the mental 
nurse was highe than it used to be, and it appeared to 
that t! tTacuities tor mental nursing cove d a wider 
than those required in a general hospital SICK V ard. 

If less technical knowledge vere required there were no 
i rules and few general pri a 


41 
erstand the 


1ciples The nurse had to 
patient, from evidence often only obtain- 
able by n observation, she had to see that all disturb 
‘ removed, and had to undergo a process 
content with under- 
awakened, 


ountless 





of re-education. She must not be 
standing her patient. New interests must be 


old ones revived, — mnfidence restored; in 









the resourcefu use gnust strive to combat the 
consequences of mental disease. Fully 40 per cent. of the 
new cases recovered, and though many relapsed later the 
results of treatment were in reality very satisfactory. 





Any di spar: igement of the mental nurse was unjustified, 
There ought to be more reciprocity as to the training of 
2s. was satisfied that the time had arrived when 
co-operation between the various branches of the nursing 

wait Deo 








profession was urgently needed. Some understanding 
must be reached as to what the term ‘“‘trained nurse” 
meant, and what was the true value of a certificate. A 
central authority was required to decide what the training 
vas to be, what institutions were quali ed to give it, and 
in what circumstances the nurse who was already trained 


in one department of nursing could continue training in 
another. 








No doubt some institutions would stand aside when 
su n arrangement was proposed and would ynsider 
themselves all-sufficient Probably many of them could 

int upe nough new applicants to fill vacancies for 
some time t me, but that should not de er the nur 
statesman or s s nan from m forward I 

would |} I d to come in 1 The « ib hi 
of a central nursing authority would result in greater 
uniformity procedure, more frequent co-operation 
between existing institutions, and in several directions it 

ild contribute to the development of mental nursing 
The rs ho intended to keep to this branch of work 


y benefited by some experience of ordinary 
hospital work At present unless sl was prepared to 
take a full course of three years it was extremely difficult 
for her to obtain any such training. A nurse who had 
been trained at The Retreat for four years was entering 
one of the larger hospitals for another period of four 
years, so that it would take eight years before she had 
completed her education. That state of things seemed to 
be altogether wrong, and frankly he did not think that 
the prospects justified such an extravagant expenditure 
of time. As regarded those nurses who intended to 
devote themselves to mental work only it would greatly 
efficiency if they could have one year's 
training in a good general hospi Such a nurse could 
not obtain a certificate as a hospit 11 nurse and would not 
be permitted to pose as such, yet such additional training 
ought to be encouraged rather than discouraged as at 
present. When a nurse wished to obtain a double qualifi- 
cation she ought to be able to get the second qualification 
in less time than the totally untrained person. <A well- 
trained and certificated mental nurse should be entitled 
to a reduction of one year’s training in a general hospital. 
He would advocate three years in one institution, and 
two years in another, though in most cases the period 
would extend to six years. Such a training was sufficient. 
He hoped the tendency to look down upon the asylum 
nurse was disappearing. The number of cultured women 
entering the general hospitals did not tend ‘to increase 
but the improvement in the standard of the asvlum nurse 





increase their 
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THE SOCIAL SIDE OF THE On Frida n : Midland § 
CONFERENCE > BA ton ve F 4... &, 
N Tuesday at the Reception at the Botanical Gardens nming baths H t t 
( yk ss Musson, Miss de Chastelain, and Miss Bucking lisp g themse s il ery }¢ 
ham received the guest he effect of the nurses’ ind and healt und dres m d 1 bathir 
niforms among the evening gow1 ind the backg 1 c ses They gave of f ! f 
of greenery was very pretty Dainty refreshments wer benefit Passi t n I j 
served during the evening, and later Mr. P y Elgar tached, we came to t big d g ha I lt 
gave a humorous recital t much space to t f the offi 
On Wednesday afternoon the Lord Mayor and Lady with postal arrangements and typewriting room, to tl 
Mayoress of Birmingham (Lieut.-Col. and Mrs. Martineau station with special engines for the big boxes of goods 
gave a reception in the Lord Mayor’s Parlour. The to be exported. We saw the boxes made, watched t 
vests had a very enjoyable time; tea was served to the a tins develop, saw the stamping and cutting of lids 
strains of a delightful selection of musi und then saw the chocolates themselves he i 
Later in the evening the directors of Messrs. Southall ‘fillings ” are dropped by machinery into cornflour moulds 


Bros. and Barclay entertained the nurses at the Picture 
House to a cinematograph performance Ices, tea, and 
flee were served. 

On Thursday afternoon motor cars were outside the 
Central Hall waiting to take visitors to Southall’s Mills 
at New Charford. The drive was delightful, and on 
arrival we were welcomed by members of the firm. Parties 
were quickly formed, and the tour of the works began. 
First of all we saw the bales of cotton just as they 
arrive from America. Next came the cleansing processes, 
in which the cotton is cleaned, washed, dried, and finally 
blown to the end of the building. This last device must 
save much labour, as formerly all the carrying was don 
by hand in baskets. Then the clean cotton is prepared 
and made into sheets, looking something like thick blot 
ting paper. In another room we saw the process of 
making these into cotton-wool. First of all there is just 
one thickness, and very dainty and fairy-like it looked. 
Machines extend the length of a long room, and each 
machine takes one more thickness of wool, till at the 
end of the room we saw the finished wool. Then we saw 
the guillotines for cutting wool, a special machine for 











and then dipped into liquid cho 
hape. At various points trays of cho 
for us to sample; altogether we had a most exceptiona 
welcome. The surroundings are ideal It is indeed 
factory in a garden 


and given a specia 


yates were pl ced 


In the big hall we had tea and 
strawberries and cream, and Mrs. George Cadbury came to 
welcome us 

Other visitors joined excursions to Kerilworth, Strat 
ford-on-Avon, Warwick, or Worcester. D 


QUEEN’S NURSES’ BENEVOLENT FUND 
Previously announced £801 0 3 
Chalfont St. Peter N.A. si vis 10 O 
Grantham Victoria D.N.A 100 
Misses Sarah Pryce, Winifred Jones, C 

Clark, Eveline Higgs 17 4 
£803 7 7 
{77 subscriptions should be sent direct to the Hon 
Treasurer, Miss G. H. Vaughan, 27 Besshorough Gardens, 
London, S.W.) 
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rHE “NURSING TIMES” LAWN TENNIS CUP COMPETITION 
MATCHES IN THE SECOND ROUND. 
St. George's v. Willesden Fever Hospital. and the sun, after a rather hesitating appearance, shone 
the commendable energy that vith an intensity more appreciated by the spectators tl 


) ITH 
nurses, the St. George’s players arrived after night 


duty at the early hour of 10.30 a.m. on Friday last week to 
play their match with the Willesden team on their pi 
turesque and excellent court As soon as play commenced 
it was evident that the passage of St. George’s to the next 
round of the competition was assured, as their superiority 
over their opponents in every department of the game was 
most marked. The Willesden team battled bravely on, and 
though defeat was staring them in the face from the 
outset, they are to be congratulated on doing their best 
under very trying circumstances. Scores :—St. 
Hospital beat Willesden Fever Hospital : te 
6—1, 6—0, 6—0; “B” team by 6—2, 6—1. 

It is perhaps a little premature to judge the St. 
George’s team, but it can be stated that it 
four keen, hard-working and talented players who ought 
to take a prominent part in the final stages of the 
competition 

Miss Keen, the Matron of Willesden Hospital, and Dr 
Stewart were unremitting in their attentions to their 
visitors. At the conclusion of the match an excellent and 
much appreciated luncheon was served, and before return 
some friendly games arranged for the 


characterises 
| 
; 
| 
} 


George 8 


team by 


comprises 


ing home were 
visitors. 

The following were the teams : 

St. George's Hospital “A” Team: Nurses Whittock 
and Osborne. “B”™ Team: Nurses Barton and Callier. 

Willesden Fever Hospital.—‘“A’’ Team: Sister Morley 
and Nurse Hart. ‘‘B” Team: Sister Richards and Nurse 
Woodcock. 

St. Mary's Hospital v. City of Westminster 
Infirmary (Hendon). 

Tue grounds of the City of Westminster Infirmary, 
which are “ Hendon way,” were the scene of considerable 
animation on Tuesday afternoon when the above match 
was played. Fortunately the weather proved favourabl 





e players, who on one side of the net had it in their 
Hostilities commenced with the “A” Team matc] 
It was at once seen that St. Mary s had a weak Spot in 
a . : 

Nurse Zwinger, who was not playing a good game, and, 


th 


possibly as a result of the hint we gave in a recent issue, 
the Hendon pair directed all their attentions to her. 
Nurse Vowler for St. Mary's made efforts to 
counteract this by making excursions into most parts of 
the Court in her endeavour to get at the ball. This 
praiseworthy energy in a sense rather increased her diffi- 
culties, as it completed the obvious lack of understanding 
between herself and her partner. However, she stuck to 
her somewhat depressing task with commendable per- 
tinacity and it was not her fault that Hendon won this 
match by 6—3; 6—3; 6 

Nurse Graham and Nurse Moon for the victors dis 
played much steadiness and, as we have mentioned, a 
distinct appreciation of where to address their attack. 

During the interval between the two matches, Miss 
Smith, the Matron, and her assistants entertained her 
numerous visitors to a delightful “‘strawberry ” tea, the 
welcome extended being of that hearty and genial nature 
that we have learnt to associate with Miss Smith and her 
institution. 

When the ‘‘B’’ Teams faced each other, Hendon had 
won 18 games to 7, so that St. Mary’s had to make a big 
effort to turn the tables in their favour, and this they 
certainly did. Starting off in no uncertain fashion they 
soon took command of the situation and won the first 
set by 6 games to 2 and the second by the same margin. 
In the third and deciding set one all was called but from 
that point St. Mary’s went right away again and won 
the next four games off the reel. Hendon now made a 
desperate effort and succeeded in winning the next game 
which brought the scores level, 24 games all, but this 
proved to be their last success as St. Mary’s went ‘“‘all 


hero 








| 
| 
| 


ST. MARY’S AND WESTMINSTER INFIRMARY TEAMS AT HENDON, 
MISS ALSOP, MISS BOOTH, MISS HUG 








WITH DRS. HOPKINS AND COLLIE, MISS SMITH (MATRON), 
HES, AND OTHER VISITORS 
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A REMARKABLE STATEMENT BY THE 


“T ‘HERE is hardly more dangerous atmo- 

| S] nere tha 1 that ot a rauw y-carriage. l 

have examined twenty-four samples of dust and 

taken from rallway-carriages, and have found 

rms ol! sonsumption, pn monia, erysipelas, 
n 


za and catarrh. Cold 


nd catarrh after a railway journey are not often 


Hoscesses and bous, influe 
due, as people imagine, to a draught, but to the 
atmosphere of the compartment.” 

The eye of every nurse cannot fail to be 
arrested by these words, which were written by 
the Medical Officer of Health for Deptford, just 
as her brain must be arrested by the thought they 
¢ mbody. ; 

They bring home in the most vivid manner a 
fact which we all realise in a way the general 
public cannot—namely, the constant menace to 
the health of humanity caused by disease-germs. 

The Medical Officer’s experience has been con- 
firmed and carried still farther by the famous bac- 
teriologist, Dr. Piorkowski, who has proved that the 
atmosphere ol theatres, 
concert rooms churches, 


schools, and, in short, all 


DISEASE-GERMS 








LURK! 


MeEpDICcCAL OFFICER FOR Dept! 





Ss cy | 4 | ‘ \ 

lied ti vermis 

\ hat nap] < S i ne 
I uth ind t « . i 
Forma nt i S rl I ] 
destroyed as they ar led. | 3; wa 
every nurse can escape iniection, eve! thoug! 
she is below par and has inl l g mbers 
of disease-germs which would, 
assuredly infect her. Moreover, if, t 
of infection, she already suffers from tl sore 
throat which ushers in so many germ-diseases, 
the suckiz 7” or a iew lormamiunt Tablets will 


rapidly destroy the germs and save her an illness 
The dtcasional use of Formamint Tablets when 
on duty will, likewise, effectually prevent her 
catching any germ-disease from the patient she 
is nursing. The recommendation of the prepara- 
tion to the family of the patient, will, under such 


circumstances, also prevent a germ-disease from 


spreading through the house. 


No more striking proof 
of the value of Formamint 
can be aes red th in that 


places where people con- Turnished DY the Chief 
cregate, is equally dange1 Medical Officer of one of the 
ous, for he has found larg largest infectious diseases’ 
numbers of the germs of hos England, wh 
ni biIOUS aiseases writ I nave nevel had 
tpi Hel | ( mS im} Ol thi it I 5 _ i T ‘ 
typhoid fever, pneum« ’ | can to use Wulfing 

nd sore tl t in the B mint althoug l 

Every nurse knows t 1 periodically bef 
reason for this—that peo} and | vays recommend 
sickening for germ-dis« ses their use to tl nurses il 
constantly go to public FOR EXPLANATION OF THESE PLATES the scarlet fever wards.” 
gatherings, and_ so READ THIS ARTICLE. As a safeguard against 
do convalescents from liphtheria and _ infectious 
such diseases who are still exhaling the germs. | diseases Formamint should be constantly used 
In this way they infect the atmosphere, and the | by every nurse attending such cases. Thi 
disease is caught by other people. evidence of its protective power is over- 


While Dr. Piorkowski has shown the danger 
people run from this cause, he also shows how it 
may be completely avoided, and, incidentally, 
how the nurse may be protected and prevented 
from contracting any germ-disease from the 
patient she is nursing. 

This demonstration is furnished by the two 
microscopic representations of Dr. Piorkowski’s 
experiments on this page. He took two glass 
plates, A and B, coated with agar-agar jelly, which 
is always used for germ-experiments. They were 
exposed, side by side, in a carriage on an under- 
ground railway. While plate A was left alone, 
he had previously added to plate B some saliva 
from the mouth of a person who had just sucked 
four Formamint Tablets. The two plates were 
then placed in an incubator that the germs which 
had settled on them might develop. In A, it 
will be seen, the microscope field is covered with 
a vigorous growth of germ-colonies, represented 
by the white dots, while in B there is not a 


ee 





whelming. 

The sanitary inspector of High Wycombe 
writes: “I know of no other preparation s 
effectual in preventing infectious disease as 
Wulfing’s Formamint. During an outbreak of 
diphtheria I have frequently given away Forma- 
mint to those who have been in contact with the 
disease, and ho other cases have been removed 
to hospital from the same household.” 

Such evidence must convince every nurse of the 
protection offered her by Wulfing’s Formamint, 
which is pleasant to the taste and is the only 
effectual preparation of its kind. A physician has 
written to the manufacturers: “I have tried six 
substitutes and found not one of them 
efficacious.” 

A. Wulfing & Co., 12 Chenies Street, London, 
W.C., will, we are informed, gladly send a Free 
Sample of Formamint to any nurse who writes to 
them, mentioning Ture Nurstnc Times and 
enclosing her professional card. 
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NURSES appreciate the s x 
superiority and economy 7 
of Tootal’s Piqué for both F 
ward and street uniforms. to 
try 
SeeName on anak Yard of Selvedge. efi 
SLt 
to 
Ma 
the 
Q/2 Per YARD - 43/44 ins wide-While é Fast Colors in 
= nfi 
drapes gracefully—is smart, hospital colors—all 2/2 “B 
7 | but very comfortable double-width yard (43/44 ins.), min 
| } fj washes better and lasts at DUrapers and Hosp.tal wT 
idk | much longer than ordinary Outfitters. If you have any Col 
i i piqués $r cotton ducks ot difficulty in obtaining your of I 
1! | drills. Four widths of cord exact requirements, write to Cot 
in white, ivory, and tussore ; us, and we will see that you law: 
also charming fast - dyed are supplied. 
el 
48252 . Send a post-cird for 1914 Piqué Style 
\ Book of Nurses’ and other costumes 
Paper Patterns fo os — with Tootal's Piqué patterns — free. S 
hue ©¢ 1 lew 
7d. each, post free a »pli- 
cation to Wetpons Lrp., S Address: TOOTAL BROADHURST 
31 Southampton Sireet, -E - or . = 
Strand, London, W.C. LEE CO. LTD. (Dept. 47), 132. 
Cheapside, London, E.C. 




































© EDWARD J. FRANKLAND || 


PRESENTS~ COSTUMES, COATS, DRESSES. 
The Latest Paris Models for Summer Service ; also 
Uniforms, Nurses’ Dresses, Blouses, 

Shoes, Lingerie, &c. 


















































The ** AUDREY ” CUFF. 
Sins deep. 8id. per pair. rz 
4/- per half dozen. is 








Write for 
The Nurses’ 
Catalogue. 














“™E The ‘‘ MEDINA.” 
Grey Suiting Costume. 
Coat lined Satin, A most 
charming model 
70/- or B/- monthly. 





| ‘LP 
Our Progressive System = 


of Monthly Payments is 
at your service. 





LUDGATE CIRCUS, LONDON, 






Bonnet of Fine Straw, 
covering crown, tucked in front. 


E.C. 


The *‘AUDREY ” COLLAR. —? ins. 
deep in front, 2} ins. deep at back. 
6)d. each, 3/- per $ doz. 


The ** PRINCESS.” 

Gossamer Veil 
Trimmed 
Silk Edging, 9/6. 


Coating 
A 


The Nurse's Week-end Case. Leather 


SHOWROOMS : The Nurse's Week-end Case. Leather Oar eevee 
20, IMPERIAL. BUILDINGS, °° *giinles, Wsterproct Conese, 820 "a5 53 








**PRINCESS.” 


-—————— oe <r, 

ar | fa Serges, Meltons and 

x f Alpacas, 26/11 

- ; . Cheviot Serge, 

a_i — 3 . 
3 28 

Cravenette A, 
29/11; B, 32/6. 


Write for Trunk Catalogue, post free. gasses 








Serge, 
6 
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out’ for the next game and won it from ‘‘love’’ amidst 
gre excitement. Th left St. Mary’s winners of a 
me! able contest by "25 games to 24. Nurse Stevens 
proved a veritable tower ol strength to St Mary’s Her 


too much for her 
Nurse 


1 service and hard ‘hitting proving 
opponents. She received effective support from 
He xt 

For Hendon Nurse Hueffer who pluckily came forward 
to help her comrades, though barely recovering from a 
trying illness and while short of practice, made a big 
effort to stem the tide of defeat. Nurse Boscawen was 
steady but not sufficiently forceful in her methods really 
to worry the opposition. The narrow victory of St. 
Mary’s was received in a thoroughly sporting spirit, and 
they were cordially congratulated by everyone on their 
success. Final score: ‘““A” Match, City of Westminster 
Infirmary beat St. Mary’s Hospital 6—3, 6—3, 6—1. 

“B” Match, St. Mary’s Hospital beat City of West 
minster Infirmary 6—2, 6—2, 6—2. St. Mary’s Hospital 
won by 25 games to 24. 

The match was witnessed by Dr. Hopkins and Dr. 
Collie, City of Westminster Infirmary ; Miss Alsop, matron 
of Kensington Infirmary; Miss Punchard, matron of Hendon 
Cottage Hospital, and formerly a member of the Infirmary 
lawn tennis team; Miss Booth, matron of the Westminster 





N. WESTERN AND N. 


(Played at Han pstead on June 9th.) 


Infirmary, Fulham Road; Miss Hughes, matron of St. 
George’s in the East Infirmary; Miss Husband, 
matron of St. Mary’s Hospital; and a goodly company of 
sisters and nurses from other hospitals. 

Guy’s v. Southern Hospital. 

This match was played at Dartford on Tuesday last, 
and was decided in favour of Guy’s. We are indebted to 
Dr. Campbell Smith for kindly umpiring the match, a 
report of which will appear next week. 


assistant 








AN OPEN AIR HOLIDAY 


indo r life 

and spend their time in hard mental work is one 
where they may obtain bracing open air, simplicity of 
routine and pleasant friendly intercourse. We can con 
fidently recommend for a restful holiday the Caister 
Holiday Camp, Great Yarmouth (apply J. Fletcher Dodd, 
Secretary The camp consists of tents and huts in a 
’ surrounding the house of the proprietor It is 
in a very « sy" part of Norfolk and only a few minutes 
from a sandy beach. The food is simple and very simply 
served, and the holiday maker can do as she likes best, 
entertainments, outings, &c., or 
wander over the country-side by herself. An interesting 
point about the Camp for those who believe in equality 
and brotherhood is that people of all classes are welcomed 
and that it affords an opportunity to learn something of 
the lives of all grades of workers. 


either join in the games, 





EASTERN TEAMS. 





POOR LAW NEWS 


STANDARDISATION 


the thirty-second an i nference I the South 
Metrep litan Poor-Law Dist t Association, many in 


eresting points dealing with the nursing of the sick poor 
were dis ussed The Rev E A M rgar n his hnaugural 
address made it quite clear that the nursing department 


ot the Local Government Board Service Was by no means 
the least important, and he considered it ou ht not t be 
put so entirely in the background conferences 

Dr. B. Holroyd Slater, M.B., B.C., F.R.C.8., Medical 
Superintendent of Bradford Union Hospital, again sub 
mitted his well-constructed and most carefully considered 
plan for the standardisation of training schools. If the 
Local Government Board would utilise some of this 
scheme and take rather more hasty steps towards the 
formation of the Poor Law Nursing Service for which we 
are all waiting, our gratitude to Dr. Slater would b« 
great indeed. Much adverse comment was made on that 
part of the scheme which deals with the interchange cf 
nurses during training. It seems really very important 
that the three years of training must be spent in first 
class schools, if the candidate is to be considered eligible 
for sitting for a central examination. The plan of com 
mencing in a non-recognised school 
and finishing only in the best ones 
must be bad 

When standardisation takes place, 
whether it be under the Local Gover 
ment Board alone or under a Central 
Nursing Board comprised of authori 
ties from various departments of nurs 


ing, the line defining a training school 
must be clear How other institu 
tions will manage to provide them 


attendants for the 
sick remains to be seen, but at any 
rate the present chaotic condition of 
the nursing profession will be altered 
and we believe that the benefit to sick 
people themselves of all 
society will be as great as that which 
must accrue to all nurses 


selves with suitable 


} 
classes ol 


['uBERCULOUS CASES 

The se ond question considered by 
the conference had reference to the 
allocating of all responsibility regard 
ing tuberculous cases to the Publi 
Health Authorities. This certainly 
appears a wise suggestion. We have 
several times commented upon the in 
adequate accommodation for these 
cases in the metropolitan infirmaries and the terrible 
risk of infection which is thrust upon men, women and 
children in the general wards of these institutions. The 
Poor Law has no power of detention, and in many areas 
the ratepayers are already too heavily burdened to ‘be able 
to build expensive sanatoria for segregation purposes. 
Therefore it does seem that prevention, treatment and 
cure should all be undertaken by the same authority and 
that must surely be the one concerned with public health. 


INCREASE OF SALARIES 


This question seems to be continually coming forward, 
and we judge that the Local Government authorities must 


grow a little tired, not to say impatient, at the continual 
requests in this direction. We hope that part of the 
Poor Law Nursing Service scheme will be the publication 
of a standard <a f payment for all grades of officials, 
so that those entering the service will understand that 


their rate of pav does not depend upon the benevolence, or 


HAVE YOU ENTERED FOR OUR 
COMPETITION. 


See page 795. 





804 THE 


NURSING 


TIMES JUNE 20, 1914. 





THE SARAH ACLAND DISTRICT 
NURSES’ HOME 
[ seems strange that there should be ny lack of 
fee icants for the vacancy which exists at the present 


Sarah Acland Memorial District Nurses 


H Oxtord for while the poverty yi the district 
patients is as great as in any othe! ty, the conditions 
under which the district nurses work seem to the visito1 


After being for many years In an m 
in Wellington Square the Home has 
removed to & delightful house in Banbury 
Road, and we can believe that the health of the 
has greatly improved since the move took place some two 
months ago. The formerly used as a Diocesan 
Training College, stands in a garden of its own, and 
although connected by a covered way with the Acland 
Nursing Home next door, is an absolutely separate build 
ing, the fire ither end being for emergency use 
only. The supply of hot water from the Acland 
Home, thus effecting great economy in firing, and ensuring 
a constant supply night and day. 

It is hardly necessary to say that each of the seven 
nurses and two resident midwives has her separate hed 
room, and very light and fresh these rooms are, with their 
large windows and ample supply of air The nurses’ delight 
ful sitting-room, like that of the Lady Superintendent, 
Miss Elkington, looks out on the garden, with the buildings 
of the Radcliffe Infirmary beyond, while the dining-room 
faces Banbury Road, just now gay with the 
full blossom. Indeed on the occasion of our representa 
tive’s visit everywhere, and the contrasi 
between the spacious district with blue 
bells and butiercups, and some other district rooms where 
space is extremely limited, was very striking 

Each of the two bedroom floors has its bath-room, where 

ight and air, und = alth« ugh the vide 
; tail | 


again are 
landings doubtless er 


nurses 


hoy 
nouse, 





doors at 


comes 


trees in 





flowers were 


vases ol 


room, 


space, 


some abou 


l 
staircases and ample 


on the part of the domestic staff, they must be very 
attractive to the nurses coming in tired from their work 
Many thouchtful arrangements have been made for tl 
convenience of the household ; among these are the accon 
modation provided downstairs for washing hands, tl 
drving room for cloaks, &c., and in the basement the 


convenient rooms for the nurses to keep the 

separately) for the 
washing and s ing of their equipment 

Tea in the delightfully private garden, where a specially 

p of young is growing up, will be a 

summer months, and on the occasion of our 

the midwives was busily at 


quite midwives to do the nece 


promising C1 
feature of the 
repres¢ ntative’s 


ae YY coe 


: 


grass 


visit one of 









MISS ELKINGTON AND STAFF, ACLAND DISTRICT NURSES’ HOME, 


vork as assistant gardener. It is interesting to know, in 
view ¢ a paper on the subject of living out read at the 


recent Nursing Conference, that the committee found that 
the midwives did not ‘‘ look ] 


Miss Elkington is a firm 


after themselves ”’ in lodgings! 
believer in the necessity for 
two things in a nurse’s life, devotion to het vork, 
it and getting away as quickly as possible, 
a tendency towards which she deplores in the present-day 
nurse, and having plenty of wide interests. And of 


these there is certainly no lack in a university city. 
> 


great 


not just dom 


The nurses 


at 23 Banbury Road are paid £35 a year if 
fully trained and with some district experience, or if fresh 
f rospital £30, rising very soon to £35; £4 for uni- 
form und, afte two years’ service, £2 towards the 


Fund. Bicycles are provided (no nurse is accepted 
can ride a bicycle, as the distances are great) 
and kept in repair, and district bags are also found 

{n interesting medal is worn by those nurses who have 
been on the staff two years. The Home has been dis- 
affiliated from the Q.V.J.I., though Miss Elkington wag 
chietly instrumental in getting it affiliated on her appoint- 
ment ten years ago. 

It is interesting to add that Miss Elki 
leaving Salisbury Infirmary, the general hospital at 
which she trained, has been almost exclusively in 
district work; at Bolton, at the Princess Christian’s Home, 
Windsor, at Shaw Street Home, Liverpool (superintendent) 
and, for five years, as inspector in the Midlands for 
the Q.V.J.I. 

It is pleasant to be able to add that the almoner of the 
Radcliffe Infirmary, in her report for 1913, refers to the 
readiness with which the district nurses attend any patient 
referred to them for home nursing. 

The Sarah Acland Memorial Home was founded in 1878 
as a Memorial to the late Mrs. Sarah Acland, the wife of 
Sir Henry W. Acland, Bart., Regius Professor of Medi- 
1895. The movement was supported 
were able to start a district 

Medical and Surgical patients. As 


unless she 





gton’s experience 
since 


was 


ine 1857 so liberally 


that the C 
» and a 


soon 


ommittee 
Home for 


time went on and the District Staff increased was 
thought advisable to separate the Nursing Home from the 
District Home This was done in 1905 and the work of 


the latter has been carried on ever since under the same 
Committee as the Home, but as an independent institu- 
tion, in Wellington Square, until some three months ago, 
when it was moved to Banbury Road, next door to the 
Acland Home 

Except for a very small endowment the District Home 
is almost entirely dependent on subscriptions and dona 
tions, while the Acland Home has been, and is, a self- 


supporting institution. 


a ae a) 
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EINE EE A EOE SANSONE cat: Silattes 
4 IC ro “ re “ dd inhalati 
NURSES CLOAKS, © ee Se Sen 
> rAYrImmnoa > To ; the mental clouds uf rwork a 
BONNETS, APRONS emia Comatose 
. ) . . . | ‘ 
| AND DRESSES, & &< 
f 
1 Every requisite for Hospital 
, and Private Nurses is stocked 
| in a large variety of styles. 
All garments are made in our 
e own Workrooms, and when 
.: the quality of the fabric us d, and the 
* workmanship employed is taken into con- 
. sideration, our prices W ll be found to be 
t particularly reasonable Patterns and Self 
n measurement form submitted on application, 
8, 
t) Illustrated Catalogue Post Free. 
yr 
Debenham &Freebody 
: ebenham 6 Freebody 
Contractors to the Principal London Hospitals. 
" Wigmore Street London w 
li- 
ed 
ict 
As i 
as i es BRS IR NRE TIS Phe TSU OW RPE, 
he ~~ ao e. 
be |, YG NO OTHER LINEN 
tu =. > Ad withstands the same amount of ‘ 
‘. a _— washing and sterilising as 
he - be . BN g Lee 
: || - egy Seb shea. a 
* oe 542 CH 
Oe Therefore, no linen is so suitable for 
uniforms, overalls, aprons, etc., as “Old Bleach.” 
While the strength of “Old Bleach” Linen 
has passed into a proverb, its snowy whiteness 
and the manner in which it retains its fresh- 
ness and lustrous beauty after washing has 
had an equal share in making it first favourite ; 
1 


Further particulars of “Old Bleach,” how it is 
produced, and illustrated details of the beautiful art 







































Bl 


towels and tablecloths, etc., and a list of leading 
shops throughout the kingdom where it can be 
| purchased, is obtainable post free from cS 
The “OLD BLEACH” LINEN CO., Ltd., “4 
RANDALSTOWN, IRELAND. 
e Sun 
D BLEAC 
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BRAND’S MEAT JUICE 


and stimulant. 
interested we shall be pleased to forward a Sample Bottle on receipt of name and address. 


Brand & Co. Ltd., Mayf&ir Works, 72 South Lambeth Rd., London, S.W. 


BRAND’S 


Essences of Beef, Mutton and Chicken. 





In ulcerated 
Brand’s 
the way for 
nourishment. 


preparations, 


immediately absorbed. 


stomach and 
Essences 


Brand’s Essences, which are 


cold are clear amber jellies, in which form they should be administered. 


(the Concentrated Juice of Raw Meat). <A 
A convenient means of administering raw meat juice to infants. 


the stimulating and 


intractable dyspepsia not 


borne’ without 


introduction of more substantial 


valuable r 





N_ these nourishing 
| properties of the meats are presented in such form as to be 
In cases of continued Fever, 
Pneumonia, and other exhausting diseases, especially in Typhoid 
Fever, they are unrivalled in value. ‘ 


discomfort, but they 


put up in both tin and glass containers, when 


To Nurses 


only are 
pave 
forms of 


estorative 

















Faliéres’ Phosphating 


Registered Trade Mark ** Osphatine ”” 


The rational inimitable Food. 


Associated with milk, pleases by its 


exquisite taste. Necessary 


to children, 


especially at the time of weaning and 
during growth. Facilitates teething. Assists 
the formation of the bones, Agrees with 
all delicate stomachs, 

Excellent for invalids and the aged. 


Insist on the registered mark “ OSPHATINE” 


Samples — free to Nurses on application 


to the Sole Agent; 


FP. H. MERTENS, 64, Holborn Viaduct, LONDON, E.C. 


SOLD BY ALL CHEMISTS, STORES, etc. 


General Depot: G.PRUNIER & C'*, 6, Rue de la Tacherie, PARIS 








WELLS & CO., 


Nurses’ Specialists, 
64, aLDERSGATE STREET, E.C. 
SINGLE ARTICLES AT 


WHOLESALE PRICES. 
Fit and Finish Guaranteed 


Write at once for our CATALOGUE 
aod PATTERNS of MATERIALS 
free on application. 





The “ grew 
Melton : 2/6 
Cravenettes4/11 ug " 
Coating Serge... 

All Wool Army 
Cloth ... 


“ GRACE.” 
Fine Straw, trimmed 
Velveteen, 4/9 
Reliable Silk Velvet, 
6/6 Post 3d. extra. 


18/11 ““Wearwell” Veil, 3/- 





The “ MARIE” BELT. 

The New “WEAR- 2hin. deep, stiffened ready 

WELL” COLLAR. Per- for use, . each, or 8 

fect fitting over shoulder, for 1/3 en ordering 
8 for 1/2; 6 for 2/3 state size required. 





The “ RODNEY,” 
In Horrockses’ Long 


cloth & Linen-finish, 


t2in. wide, beauti- 
fully gored & perfect 
fitting, in all sizes, 
1/11 Extra qualit 
Linen - finish, 26 
In All-Linen, 
ranted, 8/9 When 
ordering please men- 
tion size of waist and 
length required. 





“*WEARWELL” 
CUFF. Sin. deep, 
6d. per pair. 

6 pairs for 2/9 
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DERBY MEMORIAL TO MISS 
NIGHTINGALE 


TT’HE statue of Miss Nightingale by Countess 


beautitul 


Gleichen which has been erected in the grounds of 
Derby Infirmary was formally unveiled by the Duke of 
Devonshire on June 12th. Muss Nightingale lived during 


the early years of her life at Matlock, and the Derby 








shire per } le are duly proud of their close connection with 
the pioneer of modern nursing. The Duke of Devor 
shire, in unveiling the statue, said it 1s a monument to 
one of the most noble-hearted of English women. The 
work that she had done was not confined to her own 


was capable of being developed until it 
would be of greater and ever-increasing value to all 
after He referred to Miss Nightingale’s great 
» and her intense faith in the righteousness of 
with which her name would for ever be 


generation, but 
4 
coming 
perseverance 
the m 
associated 


vements 


NATIONAL UNION OF TRAINED 
NURSES 
Loxpon BRANcH. 
I the social meeting to be held at Edmonton Infirm 
oe by kind invitation of Miss Dowbiggin, the matron, 
and permission of the Guardians, on Saturday, June 27th, 
p.m., Miss Pye (central secretary) will give an 
address. The Infirmary can be reached by train from 
Liverpool Street Station to Silver Street, or by tram 
from Finsbury Park to Bridport Road, or motor bus No 
76 from Victoria, vté Blackfriars Bridge 


at 3.30 


A meeting of the West Dorset branch was held by 
Miss Lister’s kind invitation at High Cliff, Lyme Regis, 
on June 10th, when members and associates had the 
pleasure of hearing Miss Symonds give her interesting 
lecture on ‘*Power of Thought from a Nurse’s Point of 
View,” followed by discussion. Miss Fry (county 
organiser for Somerset) shpwed new posters fo! 


some 


some 


health lecturing. The party then adjourned for tea, a 
walk round the garden, and to see an interesting colle 


tion of fossils from the neighbourhood 








GUILD OF ST. BARNABAS 


“T“ HE festival serv held on St. Barna 
[ tas Day at St. Alban’s, Holborn, when the sern 
was preached by the B " f Zanziba an old friend 
to many members wh ive hee ind are rKil I 
Central Africa 

Preaching from the x ( L s shiy 
drew many lpfu ssons. H | ers 
of the divine love as show: the <« nary features of 
everyday life, and how whe ¢ rded trom t s stand 
point it became a great drivir i e enablir 5 
up to our highest idea Phe f 
would enable the ywWiliest t reach a higher level, to attal 
even to what now seemed impossibilities Such a love 
vas no mere sentiment, 1 rm V l uld 
be the force that would help us t rise t i 1ddei 
crisis when fagged out, beat by routine, harassed by 
the grumbling and discontent of r fellows and well 
nigh broken-hearted with ou 1 nsufliciency and th 


everything going against us With 
re we filled with 


might 


the apparent tide f 
the call of the 
this love of God, thougl 
should be 


patient 


tor our heip, we 
the da 





still envelop us, we casion of 
duty, to satisfy the needs 
would be able to throw off self to serve patients If 
we arranged the day so as to have a little spare time to 
set aside for prayer in which thus to wait for love Him 
self if He please to show Himself to us, then in the end 
we should be found ready to answer the call when it 
cam Nurses should remember that they direct 
manifestation of God through the hearts of all with whom 
they come in daily contact, and they can best do His will 
and forth His goodness through their influence for 
good among those with whom they live and work Unless 
they can honestly feel love for those among whom they 
work how can they “‘love God whom n hath : 


nel 


get a 


show 


seen 


») man 
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NOTES FROM THE NORTH 
Newcastte Royat INFIRMARY. 
ITH its new accommodation for 466 beds and the 
new admission block opened in 1913, and the splen- 
did nurses’ home, the Newcastle Royal Infirmary is 
worthy to rank among the principal training schools in 
the north. It is good to note that with the increase of 
work goes a due consideration of the effect upon the 
nursing staff, and the committee is to be congratulated 
on leading the reform in sisters’ and staff nurses’ salaries 
The former from £30 to £40 a year is increased to £35 
a year mounting to £50. The staff nurses originally 
£26 have been raised to £30. The probationers remain 
the same, £10, £14, and £20, rising to £26 if appointed 
staff nurses. So far the shortage of nurses has not 
touched this infirmary. 
INFIRMARY 


NEWCASTLE UNION 


THis infirmary is about to open two new blocks 
accommodating 144 beds. The block contains 60 beds 
with one sister in charge, two staff nurses and two pro- 
bationers. It is good to hear that there are to be two 
night sisters, as it is obviously impossible for the nurse 
to manage 60 beds with only the help of a “runner” or 
nurse’ serving both blocks for short intervals in turn. 
The entire nursing staff now numbers ten sisters, six staff 
nurses and forty-eight probationers to 600 beds, and 
there is to be a further increase of staff. ‘The new blocks 
are very charming. Delightful little bed-tables to wheel 
across patients’ beds, zood yellow polished wood lockers, 
little scarlet blanket rugs across the bottom of the beds, 
all go to give a smart finished appearance. The electric 
lights are on the new system of graduated switch, so 
that three degrees of light can be obtained with each 
burner, and special night duty globes throw thé light 
upwards. In the bathroom there is the locked key system 
so that the bath can be turned on by none but those in 
authority. 

But excellent as are the ordinary 
eclipsed by the tuberculosis block for twenty-two males 
and twenty-two females. This is really excellent and has 
been copied from the very best open-air sanatoriums—long 
corridor wards with beds towards each centre for cases 
that need special supervision at night; broad balconies 
where the patients can sleep day and night; and special 
balcony rooms with their frontage entirely open. All the 
furniture is of hard polished wood and the beds on big 
rollers can be readily moved in or out. There is of 
course to be an entire segregation of phthisical cases, and 
the Guardians are to be congratulated on as fine a 
tuberculosis block as could possibly be seen anywhere. 
Another extension under consideration is a new Nurses’ 
Home, and this the Guardians have decided to erect 
shortly on the Grange site. There are 100 nurses, and 
they are at present divided up into three most comfortable 
homes standing in beautiful private gardens. But effi- 
cient administration is very difficult under this separated 
system, and in bad weather the nurses are apt to catch 
chills going backwards and forwards, therefore the new 
héme will be much welcomed by the matron, Miss 
Sharpe, although the present arrangement has many 
points to recommend it. Miss Sharpe is a keen progres- 
sive woman, who well backed by her assistant matron 
Sister Baron is always pushing forward with the times. 
Miss Sharpe was trained at the Dudley Road Infirmary, 
Birmingham, and Miss Baron at the Isleworth Infirmary. 
The training is very good, and the inducements to nurses 
to work hard at their examinations is promoted by the 
Heath Bequest which extends to all the hospitals in 
Newcastle. This bequest provides prizes for the first, 
second and third year nurses. Results are not only 
judged upon competitive examination, as matrons’ marks 
for conduct and character form the fifth of marks given. 
There is a silver medal attached to the first prize. The 
C.M.B. can be taken by nurses in their fourth year who 
have carried off a Heath Prize. 


wards, they are 


AWARDS TO NURSES. 


won by the nurses at the 
Moor Edge, Newcastle, in 


Fleming 
con- 


Tue prizes 
Memorial Hospital, 


nection with the Heath Bequest, were presented on June 





— 


9th, when Miss Winifred Hudson (third year) gained q 
prize of £3, and Miss Christine Macra £2; the Misseg 
Ethel High and Nora Reed (second year), £1 10s. each; 
and the Misses Ella Winding and Lamont (first year), 
£1 10s. The visitors were entertained to tea, and after. 
wards inspected the various wards. 


ASHTON-UNDER-LyME INFIRMARY. 


To the heartfelt regret of all who know her, guardians, 
doctors and nursing staff alike, Miss C. Seymour Yap 
leaves her post as superintendent nurse at Tyvesnul 
Union Infirmary this week, and takes up her new duties 
at Ashton-under-Lyme on June 26th. As a proof of the 
very high esteem in which all hold her she was presented 
with a beautiful diamond ring by the entire staff; ag 
Miss Yapp laughingly remarks “Presented to me—who 
have always set my face against such present-giving.” 
But good work is bound to make its mark, and the staff 
have been quick to appreciate the fact that in their 
superintendent for the last few years they have been 
served by a woman of exceptional talent and unswerving 
loyalty to the best ideals of the nursing profession, 
Combined with this Miss Yapp stands as one of the few 
women who have a good word to say for the combined 
workhouse and infirmary. She is quite convinced of its 
necessity and equally sure that in small- provincial centres 
it is the only possible working plan. Trained at Erdington 
Infirmary, Birmingham, Miss Yapp has had a wide ex- 
perience. Having obtained her C.M.B. she subsequently 
held the post of infant health inspector in Lancashire, 
and was then in succession a sister at Keighley Infirmary, 
sister at St. Luke’s Hospital, Halifax, superintendent 
nurse at York Union Infirmary and at West Hartlepool 
Union Infirmary, whence she came to Tynemouth. Her 
lectures to probationers are so good they are shortly to 
be published in book form and will prove a valuable aid 
to other teachers in Poor Law. The new infirmary at 
Ashton-under-Lyme awaiting Miss Yapp’s organisation 
will give full scope for her undoubted genius of ad- 
ministration, and it is not hard to prophesy that before 
the termination of her career as a superintendent nurse 
Miss Yapp will have left a very real mark on Poor Law 
administration 


SUNDERLAND UNION INFIRMARY. 


Tue Royal Infirmary at Sunderland has cause to bless 
its Ladies’ League. The proceeds of a recent bazaar held 
at the hospital were £400 in one afternoon, and the ladies 
of Sunderland are most energetic in their endeavours to 
provide hospital necessities. 


SUNDERLAND UNION INFIRMARY. 


Tue Union Infirmary is also coming into line with 
modern requirements by having a new block for phthisical 
patients. his block is in two wards with accommoda- 
tion for 32 male beds and 14 female. There is to be an 
increase of six in the nursing staff. It is a fine infirmary 
worked upon modern lines and the training is excellent. 
Up north the shortage of nurses does not seem much felt 
at present, and many infirmary staffs are raising their 
salaries in a wise attempt to avert its coming. 








Miss Sevinre, the superintendent nurse of the Rother 
ham Infirmary, gave a delightful garden party on the 
lawn in front of the hospital on the occasion of Sister 
Ledger’s farewell on her leaving to be married. Sister 
Ledger has been at the infirmary eight years, first as 
probationer, then sister and midwife. The garden part 
was attended by the medical staff, the nursing staff, an 
friends, and Miss Ledger was presented with a number 
of handsome and useful gifts. 

Miss Seville makes a point of keeping in touch with 
all her nurses, many of whom are now holding important 
positions in the nursing world. The infirmary is delight 
fully situated on a hill, and Miss Seville has under het 
supervision a nursing staff of five sisters and twenty 
probationers. 


eof 
a 


is } 





| 





B. 
sé 


























is 








—_—— 


JUNE 20, 


1914. 


THE NURSING TIMES 











Indispensable when Shopping 


and at other times, 
and in the home 
be appreciated by all who care for their 


too—at a dance 
as well, Oatine 


or the theatre 
Powder Leaves will 
appearance. 
as illustrated, 
is necessary 1s to 
the The 
all oiliness, perspi- 
and leave in their 


They are put up in dainty booklets, 
containing 100 leaves. All that 
tear out a leaf, rubbing it over 
paper will ind remove 
ration, and dust from the skin, 
place a delicate deposit of p ywder, 


A FREE GIFT—-FOR YOU! 


tace 
absor b 


To introduce this dainty Toilet novel 
Setar Lad klets will be giver ABSOLUTELY FIKEE, to 
a!l who send for one of the New Oatin« w 
price of which is 2d., and send a further 1d. stan bd po tag 


Oatine Shampo 
Red Packe 
Oily Hair. 


© Powders are supplied 
ts for Dry Hair, 


State « 


in two Vv 
and the other in Gree 
learly which one you require 

THE OATINE COMPANY, 


Oatine Buildings, Bofo’, London, 


iricties, iy 
n Packets for 


249B, S.E. 

















ASEPTIC "RESULTS 
MIDWIFERY 


AND 


SURGERY. 


A handy Sample Bottle with 
Patent Stopper for emergency 
Bag, as illustration, will be 
sent free to Surgeons and 
Registered Nurses. 


Literature 
upon 
request. 


Unsurpassed as a Cleansing Antiseptic for 
the Hair, and for Stimulating its Growth. 


SWEETENS and PURIFIES LINEN. 


CHAS. ZIMMERMANN & CoO., 
9 & 10 ST. MARY-AT-HILL, LONDON, E.C. 
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Exhaustion! 
‘ : é 
| Physical Exhaustion — dis- 
i ” . . . 
| tressing enough in itself— 
| is an invitation to any 
la.ent weakness, or pre- 
§ | disposition to disease, to FF | 
‘ } ; ie | 
do its worst. \ 
1] f 
| Nothing orrects that exhausted 
state n>? matter how caus¢t ed) as 
| Hall's Wine—you fee/ the benefit | 
| at once, and the benefit is real. | 
\ 
J If you are exhausted, run down, > 
il =“ fit-for-nothing,” a short course of 4 
; Hall’s Wine taken wow may save 
3 you pounds ‘of | expens and ¢ 
| weeks—perhaps months f illness. e 
. t E 
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ya : 
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; ces) 5 
; | | ne 4 
E: d : 
a ; THE GUARANTEED TONIC RESTORATIVE 
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‘ Buy a 3 
. aking 4 
— tt ; 
“ gt = = - 
any Nurse on receipt of profes) mal card ~ 


smaller size, 2/-; Of Wine 


and Chemists with 


size, 
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Jor Smartness & Comtort wear 


BENDUBLF Boots. & SHOES 


MAXIMUM COMFORT AT MINIMUM COST. 


‘Benduble’ Walking Boots and Shoes combine the same commendable and _ highly 












appreciated qualities of comfort, flexibility, smartness, daintiness and economy which Price 
characterise the ‘ Benduble’ Ward Shoes now so popular among the Nursing Profession. j 

For real foot-comfort in walking and real reliability and economy in wearing, there is 12, 6 
no boot or shoe equal to the ‘Benduble.’ They are British made throughout from Post 


highest grade leather on the hand-sewn principle, and their sterling merits have gained 
for them a reputation which is world-wide. 


= 


l Price 
. 10/6 


Postage 4d. 


In all sizes and half-sizes in two fittings, with 
narrow, medium and hygienic-shaped toes. 


CALL AT OUR SHOWROOM 


and see the wonderful value offered. If unable to call, 


Write to-day for New Free Book, 
which gives full particulars of this perfect footwear 
and other ‘Benduble’ Specialities. 


‘BENDUBLE’ SHOE CO. 






Design 





S 4 23 (W. H. HARKER), 
443, WEST STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 
Superior Seif Can’ Button. anaautie Charing Cross Station and Villiers Street. Superior Glace _— Lace. 
(First Floor) Hours 9.30 to 6. (Sat. 9.30 to 1.) Patent Cap or Self Cap. 




















‘Telephone — ( . Axa ) Jelegrams:- 
MUSEUM 2960 (3 lines) PROPRIETOR “SURGMAN. LONDON 





Fig. 1,004. Fig. 1,049. Fig. 1,035, Fig. 1,056. Fig. 1,040. Fig. 1,030. Fig. 1,234. 
£1 13 0 £3 18 6 £3 0 0 £5 5 0 £1 90 17/6 £1 10 O Per 
Hire, 2/6. Hire, 3/-. Hire, 2/6. Hire, 4/6. Hire, 3/6. Hire, 2/6. Hire, 3/6. Week. 


INVALID FURNITURE CAN BE HAD ON HIRE WITH OPTION TO PURCHASE WITHOUT EXTRA CHARCE. 


85 Mortimer Street London W. 


2 Doors fromGreat Portland St, OPEN DAY & NIGHT 3 Minutes from Oxford Circus. 











It is well to mention “The Nursing Times” when answering its Advertisements. 








Artic 
(visitin, 
pame a 
which i 

Parce 
on the | 
which i 
Tae Ni 

Comp 
betweer 

he | 
slightly 
decision 

Comp 
sent in 
for the 


Gifts 
comed ; 
but not 
should 
Square, 


A te 


advance 
sciences 
an accol 
letter hi 
shown 

Other i 
Scott A 
smoke | 
photogr: 
prehisto 
that on 
amethys 
lived m 


A 
N Ul 
LN tci 
be great 
tries of 
Westmi 
Admissi 
feature 
Short-si 
out boo 
swings 
books a 
white c 
the exh 
blind. 


A Fa 
Nurses 
Nursing 
June 3( 
culars r 


address. 


Miss 
County 
for Eas' 








| r 
} 














JUNE 20, I914. 


THE NURSING TIMES 


Si 





—_ 


NEEDLEWORK COMPETITION 


CLASSES. 
I. Embroidery or Drawn-thread Work (white). Prizes 
of £1, 10s., and two books. 


II. Embroidery (coloured). Prizes of £1, 10s., and two 
books. 

III. Fine Needlework, plain. 
two books. 

IV. Knitting or crochet in thread. 
and two books. 

V. Knitting or crochet in wool. 


Prizes of 15s., 10s., and 
Prizes of 10s., 5s., 


Prizes of 10s., 5s., and 


two books. 
VI. Smocked frock for a child of two. Prize of 
10s. 


Ruies ror COMPETITORS. 

Articles must have securely attached a small card 
(visiting card size) stating the nature of the article, the 
name and address cf the competitor and the class for 
which it is entered. 

Parcels containing competition work must have written 
on the outside the word “ Needlework” and the Class for 
which it is entered, and must be addressed to the Editor, 
Tue Nursinc Tres, St. Martin’s Street, London, W.C. 

Competition work should reach this office any time 
between October Ist and 15th. 

The Editor reserves the right to re-arrange the prizes 
slightly in any class should special occasion arise. The 
decision of the judge is final. 

Competitors must clearly understand that all work is 
sent in as a gift to the Trained Nurses’ Annuity Fund, 
for the benefit of which it will be sold. 

Rures ror Donors. 

Gifts for the Sale of Work will be very heartily wel- 
comed ; they may be sent at any time up to October 15th, 
but nothing can be received later than that date. Gifts 
should be sent direct to Mrs. Ogier Ward, 37 Onslow 
Square, London, S.W., marked “Sale of Work.” 


THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE 
T the Royal Society on Tuesday various most in- 
A teresting scientific exhibits were shown, illustrating 
advances in research in chemistry, biology, and other 
sciences. The otophone, of which we have already given 
an account, permits blind people to read by the ear, each 
letter having a characteristic sound. Telephone lines were 
shown used for giving wireless telegraphy messages. 
Other interesting exhibits were specimens collected by the 
Scott Antarctic expedition. An instrument for measuring 
smoke pollution of the air, a collection of natural colour 
photographs taken by one exposure, and a model of the 
prehistoric Piltdown skull. It was with a feeling of awe 
that one gazed at the beautiful inlaid jewellery and 
amethyst necklace belonging to an Egyptian princess who 
lived more than five thousand years ago. 
AN INTERESTING EXHIBITION 
7 URSES who have so much to do, in hospital, dis- 
N tcict, and special schools, with cases of blindness will 
be greatly interested in the exhibition of Arts and Indus- 
tries of the Blind, which is open at the Church House, 
Westminster, from June 18th to 24th (11 a.m. to 9 p.m.). 
Admission 1s.; evenings and all Saturday 6d. A special 
feature. of the L.C.C. exhibit is the Myope section. 
Short-sighted children under the L.C.C. are taught with- 
out books, their desks are specially made, the flat top 
swings back and forms a blackboard. Their exercise 
books are of black paper and the writing is done with 
white chalk. All the industries will be exemplified in 
the exhibits, and all apparatus, &c., that is used for the 
blind. 

















A Fancy Fair in aid of the Cottage Homes for Aged 
Nurses will be held in fields at the rear of Rosevale 
Nursing Home, Penn’s Lane, Erdington, Birmingham, on 
June 30th and July ist from 2.45 p.m. Further parti- 
culars may be obtained from Miss Fallows at the above 
address. 





Miss Farrant, Assistant oe of the Sussex 
County Nursing Association, has been appointed visitor 
for East Sussex under the Mental Deficiency Act. 





LETTER BOX 


Our readers are invited to send their opinions on any 
subject of interest to nurses, so that this feature may be 
a medium of useful cnd helpful exchange of thought and 
experience. We are not responsible for the opinions 
expressed by our correspondents 
Sate of Work.—-An Offer. 

As a nurse who is deeply interested in all that is con 
nected with nurses and who sent a few things last yea 
and hopes to send a few more this year, may I make a 
suggestion’ I can find time (and so can an invalid guest 
here) to make up lots of things in the way of bed-socks, 
knee caps, vests, and tiny hoods and jackets in wool. I 
wondered if anyone who has not the time would care to 
send us some wool for baby things, Andalusian, white, 
pink, blue; for adults’ bed-socks white or natural five ply 
petticoat fingering, and for knee-caps scarlet five-ply petti- 
coat fingering. I find in working for missionary sales 
that these articles always go off. A pound of fingering 
makes four pairs of either socks or caps. If any reader 
would send the wool we would begin at once. Or 
if anyone had any piece of unfinished fancy work, not 
embroidery, we would set to and do anything sent to us. 
We would keep account of those sending and the amount 
of material sent. J. A. GREENe. 
A Useful Hint. 

A Few weeks ago in your journal I read an article 
from a doctor advising the use of Eau de Cologne for 

atients to inhale when coming to after chloroform. As 
f was going to undergo an operation myself, I decided 
to follow his advice, and I would now like to thank him 
through the medium of your paper. My experience was 
as follows. I went up to the theatre about 12.30 p.m. 
I am told it took a good deal of chloroform to get me 
right under. I thipk it was about 1.20 when I firs 
opened my eyes; I immediately took hold of my hand- 
bag, and held it out to the ayah, whom I had directed 
to give me the Eau de Cologne, which she did freely. 
The nurse then came in and bathed my forehead in it. 
I lay quiet keeping the handkerchief to-my nose and 
mouth, and for a very short time had a fight against 
sickness. At 3.45 nurse handed me some letters which 
had just come by post, which I was able to read and 
enjoy. At 4 p.m. the doctor came round and gave me 
leave to have tea. At 4.15 I sat up, and poured it out 
for myself, and drank it without any ill-effects. It is 
true my operation was only for varicose veins—had it 
been abdominal I might not have come off quite so 
lightly. 

Hoping others who read this will give Eau de Cologne 
a trial and meet with like success. 


Darjeeling. Emity A. Martin. 


A Grumble. : 

A FEW nurses have read with mixed feelings the article 
in Answers speaking detrimentally of our work. Surely 
even if a certain number of nurses are unworthy and 
hard-hearted we should not as a body be made to feel 
the stigma. In our workhouse (I speak with pride) as a 
general body we are loyal to our heads. We are (nurses 
and patients) well housed, well catered for, and given 
also every opportunity for religious worship, nurses (night 
as well as day) having leave for church every Sunday. 


We do feel these aspersions thrown on our profession. 
Our patients are not made to feel pauperised. Our nurses 
are not hard hearted. 

Workhouse Infirmary, Anne Exiza Fry. 


Milton, Portsmouth. 
[We advise our correspondent not to worry too much 
over criticisms that appear in the general papers; they 

are not worth it.—Eb.] 


Simplicity in Advertising. 

WHEN one glances down a column of advertisements 
of nurses wanting or wanted, one is struck with the fact 
that so few advertisements clearly state the salary to be 
given or required. I am confident that this omission is 
the cause of much inconvenience and delay to all parties. 
For when an advertiser makes clear the salary he or she 
intends to give every answer must mean an agreement to 
the financial part. In many cases doubtless an adver- 
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tiser has, if she asks applican 
the chance of picking from 
answers a suitable person f: 
vould have deemed it advisab 
ment. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Questions will be answered here free charge t] 
1ccon panied by the coupon tm the m irgin Of page 811 
ii letters must be marked ‘on the envelope ‘* Legal,” 
‘Charity,’ ‘* Nursing,” etc., and contain the full name 
and addre Ss oy the sender and a pseudonym. Urgent le gal 
letters can be answered by post within three days if a 

stal order jor 2s. 6d. is enclosed. 

CHARITIES 

Home for Feebie-minded Olid Lady (Anxious).—l 
hink the best thing for the old lady would be a home 

th a retired nurse, but at present | not know of one 
in Devon If 1 hear of any one ir at. locality suitab 
for this old lady ot eighty vho is feeble-minded and 
bedridden | shal] send you on the address nere 1 
accommodation for ladies at the following homes : 
Elizabeth's House of Rest, pee Pliympto 
Devon (secretary, Dr. Aldridge) and : et Rap! at 
valescent Home, Higher Lin ae Ro Porqu 
to the Sister Superior). Failing the private home 
might be very comfortable in either of these 

Home for Little Crippie Boy (Nurse).—VWrite to Mrs. 
Brenton, The Suntrap, High Beech, Loughton, Essex and 
ask her if she could take this little OY Lhere ror a 
time till they see if anything can be done to imp1 » him 
If this cannot be done, then apply to the Rev. W 
Hodson Smith, National Children’s Home and Orphanage, 
Bonner Road, London, N.E. and see if the boy could be 
received at their Convalescent and Cripples’ Home, Alver 
stoke, Hants; or at their Convalescertt Home at Chipping 
Norton, Oxon 

Maternity Home (Povera Your letter has only 
reached me now; I hope you will see this answer. Yes, 
you ought to be able to find what you want; I could not 
say what the cost would be, but it would be quite small 
The Birmingham Maternity Hospital, Loveday Street, 
Birmingham, would, I think, suit, or the Bristol Cottage 
Hospital, St. Paul’s Road, Clifton, or other maternity 
hospitals or homes that you know of in or near the town 
you mention. 

Home for Olid Lady (Homes).—The age of 
lady would make her ineligible for some of the homes 
given at the date you mention but I trust that you will 
be able to find one among the following :—St. John’s 
Hostel, Calais Street, Camberwell, S.E. (terms from 
12s. 6d. a week); or St. Peter’s Harbour for Aged Women, 
10 Greville Place, Kilburn, N.W. (terms from 12s. 6d. a 
week). In each case application is made to the Sister 
in-Charge. If she is willing to leave London you should 
try the Alexandra Home for Chronic Invalids, St. Peter’s 
Road, St. Leonards-on-Sea; the hon. sec. is Miss Evans, 
Wavertree, Chapel Park Road, St. Leonards-on-Sea, and 
the terms are from 10s. a week; or the Helena Nursing 
Home for Permanent Invalids, Brownlow Road, Reading 
(hon. sec., G. E. B. Rogers, Esq.). Here the charge is 
trom £2 10s. a month. 

Homes for Aged Poor Men (T. M.).—There 
charge for an answer in this column, merely en 
coupon. There are certainly homes for the aged poor 
but they are frequently connected with societies or trades 
or localities, and you give me no information about this 
ease. The following are not confined to any special class 
and may be suitable:—The Diamond Jubilee Sunset 
Homes for the Aged Poor, 55 Gratton Road, W. 

1 Eardley Crescent, W. Each person must have a wee 

income of at least 5s. and must pay ls. a week for rent. 
The Homes are managed by Miss Potter, 91 Earl’s Court 
Road, London, S.W. Or Homes for the Aged ae 
39-47 Penge Road, South Norwood, §.E., and 12 and 13 
Bontflower Road, S.W. Applicants must be at least sixty 
and have no friends or relations wholly able to support 
them, and have an income of not less than 4s. or more 
than 8s. a week. An annual subscription of £2 12s. must 
be paid for each inmate, and he or she must provide 
furniture for the room; ld. a week is charged for rent 
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Mrs. B. SUTTON, 4, Akerman Rd., Brixton, writes :-— 
oo ke “ When my little daughter was about two months old she did not thrive. 
Guilé . . - x - ° ° . - . 
ent); Being unable to feed her myself, I tried various infant foods, but none 
tage = - “4° PS 
ae benefited her, and she became so weak and ailing that the doctor was ‘ 
‘tienty unable to vaccinate her, and I began to fear that I should never be able to 
bring her up. 
nore “At last I tried Virol. From the first my girl seemed to improve, until 
thers now at ten months old she is as fine and bonny a baby as anyone could 
Hos wish to see.” 
Fever 
tford 
spital, An elaborate series of investigations recently that baby’s life was saved by Virol; and the 
conducted at a well-known sanatorium has reason is that Virol is compounded of just those 
arse) definitely proved that the addition of Virol to foods, largely red bone-marrow itself, which 
. City the diet exercises a remarkable influence on provide the blood-making bones and glands of 
the phagocytic action of the leucocytes. The the body with what they need to help them to 
Tyag experiments showed there was a distinct and maintain the army of white fighting cells. 
a progressive increase in the functional activity Virol makes firm flesh, strong bones, and rosy 
_ of the white cells in proportion to the number cheeks. Give Virol to children who do not 
night of weeks the patient had been fed on Virol. | thrive, for they are in a dangerous condition, 
h It is, therefore, not surprising that thousands | ready to fall a prey to the germs that will surely 
. of letters have been written by mothers to say | attack them. 
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Pure 
Milk 
for 
Baby, 
free 
from 
Germs 





The Glax awkward 


Feeder has no 


indentations, i 
which the food might lodge. The bottle 


corners, crevices, or 


is symmetrical, so that the food can be 
measured from either end, and is marke 
for both ounces and tablespoons. The 
bottle has a narrow grip so that it can 
be held comfortably in the hand for 

minutes without fatigue, The 


shape makes cleaning easy. 


simple 
The Glaxo 
Patent Teat and Valve cannot be pulled 
off by Baby, though easily removable by 
the Nurse. 


Lado 


Complete in box with Teat and Valve, I{+ 





Spare bottles 7d, each. 
Teats 3d. each. 
Valves 2d. each. 


Of Chemists ev 


erywhere. 


The risk to Babies of tuberculosis and 
other diseases conveyed by ordinary 
milk, widely mentioned in the news- 
papers, has driven many Mothers to use 
artificial foods instead. 

But this is a case of frying-pan and_ fire. 
Starchy artificial foods, deficient in fat, are 
quite unsuitable for Infant growth and 
development, because a baby fed on a food 
deficient in fat is extremely prone to suffer 
from rickets. 


Glaxo is a natural food, free from all possibility 
of tuberculosis or other germs. It is a pure 
dried milk with extra cream, which brings its 
fat-contents up to the highest standard of 
requirement. 


Ask your Doctor! 





1” ( Veda tional Me z 2 1g1 
By Royal Appointment to th Court of Spain 
“Builds Bonnie Babies ” 
uliads onnie ables 
I/-, 2i-, S/+ Tins of all Chemists and Stores. 


Glaxo is not an artificial food—it is Pure 
Dry Milk with extra cream, made Germ- 
free by the Glaxo Process. 


SEND THIS - COUPON FOR TRIAL TIN 


To GLaxo, 45, Kinc’s Roap, St. PANCRAS, N.W. 


FREE TRIAI 


TIN and explanatory literature will gladly be 
: = 2 : S ) 

sent on receipt of this Coupon. 

NAME 


ADDRESS... . 
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THE JOURNAL OF MIDWIFERY 


A WEEKLY RECORD FOR MIDWIVES AND MATERNITY 


NURSES 








INFANCY AND HEALTH! 


~ OR the last six years, said Dr. Forsyth at the recent 
} Victoria League Conference, all school entrants, i.e., 
all children of five years and upwards, had been medically 
examined, and the disquieting fact had been established 
that disease had already laid a heavy hand upon a very 

reat number. Out of 7,500 London children more than 
5,000 had decayed teeth; upwards of 2,000 had defects of 
nose and throat, while defects of hearing, sight, &c., 
made up a catalogue which shocked everyone who was 
concerned for the national physique. 

And now another development no less momentous seemed 
about to be thrust upon us. Even as a matter of 
economy, how could the State continue to bear the heavy 
outlay of detecting and remedying the ill-health cf 
thousands of school entrants? The less costly plan would 
be to take these cases in hand earlier, when the treatment 
would be shorter, and therefore cheaper, and with a 
better chance of cure. During the past year interest had 
gradually turned to children under school age. The grim 
tables of the Registrar-General’s reports showed that 
something like 15 per cent. of babies born in this country 
died before their first birthday, and this inSpired the 
modern movement of ‘“‘infant consultations,” which 
piloted their charges only as far as their first birthday. 
But nothing was known of what happened between then 
and “school entrant” age. 


The City of Westminster Health Society had 
planned a scheme for the continuous medical super- 
vision of children from birth to school age; its aim 


was to hand over to the schools a set of entrants 
who were healthy and sound because they had never been 
allowed to become anything else. What light could this 
centre throw on the physical deterioration of children 
under school age? Of 664 cases 3 per cent. under one 
year had adenoids, and 19 per cent. had rickets; but in 
contrast to this, only a minority of those in their fifth 
year were without at least one physical defect, most 
having decayed teeth, the cause probably of more ill-health 
among children than any other. First among the causes 
of this deterioration must be reckoned food. If mothers 
would suckle their offspring this question would become 
insignificant. Much hand-feeding was from choice, either 
on account of the mother’s work or of the claims put 
forward by proprietary foods. These were so expensive 
that sooner or later recourse was had to cow’s milk, and 
as a considerable proportion of this was tuberculous, and 
more still contaminated by cow-dung and other filth, it 
was small wonder that 300 out of every 1,000 artificially- 
fed babies under three months died of summer diarrhea, 
as compared with 20 out of every 1,000 breast-fed. Other 
important factors were want of fresh air and exercise, 
and more important still want of cleanliness, not merely 
of the skin surface but of the orifices of the body and 
especially the mouth and nose. With clean noses and 
clean mouths, physical deterioration would be materially 
reduced in the first five years of life. Adenoids and 
enlarged tonsils were regular starting points of further 
troubles—deafness, discharging ears, dull-wittedness, de- 
formities of chest, meningitis, &c., and decayed teeth 
open the door to tuberculous glands, anemia, chronic 
indigestion, and blood poisoning. 

Only by teaching adolescent girls the rules and methods 
of infant rearing could the welfare of their future children 
be assured. If therefore day nurseries for infants whose 
mothers were engaged at work were opened close by the 
schools, under the care of a trained staff, they would be 
within easy reach of the women workers, and conveniently 
placed for the training of senior girls. In addition, 
medical inspection centres were needed for both mothers 





a From a Paper read by David Forsyth, M.D.. F.R.C.P., at the 
Victoria League Conference. 





and children where advice and facilities for treatment of 
defects could be obtained. Al! these centres should be 
associated, since they were dealing with the same mothers, 
the same children, and the same homes, and the work 
could only be carried out successfully’ by the mediation 
of health visitors going in and out of the homes to ensure 
that medical instructions were being carried out. 

It was enough for a foal or calf to grow into a healthy 
animal, but a child had a higher destiny. Without 
psysical health mind, individuality, and temperament 
were stunted; the prevention of physical deterioration 
therefore established a claim on the best efforts of 
humanity. 








MIDWIVES ACT, SCOTLAND AND 
ENGLAND 

$e is interesting to compare the proposed amendments 

to the Midwives Act for England with the Midwives 
Bill for Scotland which has passed through the House of 
Lords and has still-to go through the House of Commons. 
The Scottish Bill is in certain respects superior to the 
amending Act for England. The Bill for Scotland pro- 
vides that if a midwife shall call to her assistance a regis- 
tered medical practitioner in case of emergency as defined 
by the Rules, the Local Supervising Authority shall pay 
to such medical practitioner a sufficient fee, with due 
allowance for mileage according to a scale fixed by the 
Local Government Board for Scotland, and such fee shall 
cover one subsequent visit. It shall be a condition of the 
payment that the medical practitioner so called in shall 
state in his claim to the L.S.A. the nature of the 
emergency. Also the midwife shall report forthwith each 
case of emergency in which she has called in medical 
aid. The L.8.A. has power to recover such fee from the 
husband or guardian of the patient unless it is shown that 
such husband or guardian is unable to pay. 

The proposed Amending Act for England provides that 
the medical practitioner called in shall, on complying with 
the prescribed conditions, be entitled to recover his fee 
from the Board of Guardians of the Poor Law Union in 
which the woman resides; a clause is careful to add that 
payment of fees by Boards of Guardians shall not be 
considered to be parochial relief, alms, or charitable 
allowance to any person, and by reason of it no person 
shall be deprived of any right or privilege or be subjected 
to any disability or disqualification. Boards of Guardians 
if they think fit may recover the fee from the patient or 
person liable to provide the patient with medical aid; 
and every Board shall in each quarter send to every Local 
Supervising Authority a list of cases in the area in which 
such fees have been paid by the Board. 

Those responsible for the English Amending Bill are 
still continuing to permit the overlapping of authorities 
under which the work of midwives is carried on, a 
mistake which the Scottish Bill has been very careful to 
avoid. 








Nor only has Miss Bondfield (of the Women’s Co-opera 
tive Guild) met the Association of Inspectors of Midwives, 
and explained at length her pamphlet “ The Nationa! Care 
of Maternity,” but the Guild has also recently sent a 
deputation to confer with the Association of Registered 
Medical Women (under the presidency of Dr. Jane 
Walker) on the development of maternity care work and 
the co-operation of existing maternity care workers under 
the Public Health Authority. Dr. Alice Corthorn claimed 
that not only would State co-ordination of the various 
bodies now existing tend to decrease sickness all over the 
country but it would do away with long years of privation 
suffered by young general practitioners. 








816 


THE NURSING TIMES 


JUNE 20, 1914. 





THE MOTHERS’ HOSPITAL, LOWER 
CLAPTON 


N important development of the work of the Mothers’ 
[\ Hospital, so successfully managed by the Salvation 
Army in Lower Clapton Road, is the training school for 
midwives. This department was added in order to meet 
the requirements of training laid down by the C.M.B., 
and from twelve to twenty students can now be received ; 
these students pay for their four months’ instruction. 
Since the establishment of the board, 258 Salvation Army 
students have obtained the certificate, and 506 maternity 
nurses have been trained. Medical and surgical] instruction 
is given by Dr. F. P. Bremner, who lectures to the pupils 
twice weekly. The lecture-hall is a well-lighted room, 
and the pupils have an equally pleasant sitting-room, both 
simply furnished. Those engaged in district maternity 
work have a suite of rooms to themselves, including a 
bath-room and facilities for thorough disinfection. In 
this suite also patients from the slums are prepared for 
admission to the wards. The hospital, which was opened 
last autumn by H.R.H. Princess Louise, will when com- 
pleted accommodate 2,500 patients yearly; at present 600 
yearly can be admitted. The wards are on the bungalow 
plan, the windows so placed as to secure the maximum 
amount of sunshine. 

Each bungalow is a miniature hospital complete in itself. 
There are in each three wards, one six-bed ward, a four- 
bed ward, and a two-bed ward. There is a labour room, 
kitchen, sterilizer, babies’ bathroom, &c. All the equip 
ments are of modern hospital pattern. 








THe question of certified midwives’ fees in relation to 
the Insurance Act was discussed at the sectional meeting 
of the Midwives’ Association at Plymouth. Miss Parkin, 
hon. secretary, presided, in the absence of the Countess 
of St. Germans. Mrs. Glanville, organising secretary of 
the affiliated societies, was the chief speaker. The 
outcome of the discussion was embodied in the following 
resolution, which was unanimously passed :—‘‘That this 
meeting of the South Devon and East Cornwall branch of 
the Midwives’ Association desires to bring before the 
Midwives’ Institute a suggestion that the Institute, as the 
leading body of midwives in this country, should send a 
memorandum to all charitable societies supplying mid 
wives to the poor, urging them, in order to protect the 
interests of midwives generally, to limit the scope of 
their work, as far as possible, to those for whom the 
charity was intended, as the maternity benefit of the 
Insurance Act was intended to take the place of charity.” 





BLOOD INJECTION IN VOMITING OF 
PREGNANCY 


N American doctor has recently obtained good results 
f\from the above treatment, and pleads for a further 
trial of this method in suitable cases. One patient, aged 
56, was seen for the first time during the sixth month of 
her fourth pregnancy; her previous pregnancies had not. re 
vealed any evidences of intoxication or renal disturbance, 
and she had only a moderate amount of nausea, almost 
unaccompanied by vomiting, during the earlier months of 


those pregnancies. For the first. three months of her 
fourth pregnancy the course was regular; then began 
general malaise with irregular fever of one to three 


With the onset of fetal movements tenderness, 
dragging, and aching pain in the right lower quadrant be 
came a constant feature. Nausea developed, and was fol 
lowed by vomiting which became intractable. Examina 
tion failed to reveal anything else amiss, and various 
therapeutic efforts proved useless. Incessant vomiting 
went on for five weeks, and the patient lost weight and 
strength; fasting for twenty-four hours increased this, so 
that it seemed clear that she retained some food. By 
means of a petrolatum-coated syringe 15 c.cm. of blood 
withdrawn from a pregnant woman in whom the 
Wassermann reaction was negative, and were at once in- 
jected into the back muscles of the patient. Her symp 
toms improved within eighteen hours; emesis continued, 
but a large proportion of her food was retained. Five 
days later a considerable amount of blood was withdrawn 
from another pregnant woman, whose Wassermann reaction 
was negative, and was immediately defibrinated; 10 c.cm. 
were injected into the patient, and the result was that 
her vomiting stopped entirely within eighteen hours. Two 
subsequent injections of defibrinated blood were given 
within the next two days, after which time all treatment 
was discontinued Pregnancy continued an undisturbed 
course, and was foliowed by normal labour and the birth 
of a healthy child. 


degrees. 


were 





[ne number of midwives giving addresses in London 
whose names appear on the roll of midwives is 4,985; 
of these 2,906 hold certificates from the Central Midwives 
Board, and 247 were in bona fide practice a year prior to 
the passing of the Midwives Act, 1902. It appears that 
medical required by midwives in about 
12 per cent. of the cases they attended, in 78 per cent. 
on behalf of the mother, and in 42 per cent. on account 
of the child. 


assistance was 





THE STAFF OF THE MOTHERS’ HOSPITAL, CLAPTON. 
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AN OBJECT LESSON 


rT HE experiences of Miss Wright (Co. of Southampton), 

| midwife by examination, and also Queen’s nurse, may 
serve us as an object-lesson. While congratulating Miss 
Wright that the Central Midwives Board took no action 
in her case, it is to be regretted that she was not paid her 
expenses from Tunbridge Wells, where she has just taken 
up new work, as well as compensation for loss of time, 
for it was a case of such technical omission that the 
County Authority might well have dealt with it them 
selves by giving her a simple caution. If, as was said by 
Dr. Lister (for the Co. of Southampton), this was the 
worst case of three or four which they had, then the 
Co. of Southampton deserves to be warmly congratulated. 
Miss Wright’s mistakes were that she waited a day 
before sending for a doctor, that she treated the eyes 
herself, that, having telephoned for a doctor next morn- 
ing, she did not straightway sign and despatch her printed 
forms; and that above all she made the mistake of 
sending out the L.G.B. notification form on which is 
printed in my opinion is suffering from ophthalmia 
neonatorum.” 

Other midwives should notice how a Health Authority 
can with one hand offer one shilling for such notification, 
and with the other hand strike a midwife by reporting 
her to the C.M.B. for having broken her Rules, and, worse 
still. give her no warning that she is being so rept rted. 
But the crowning point to the story is that the doctor 
who was called in to see the infant's eyes gave it as his 
opinion that it was not ophthalmia but a semi-purulent 
discharge caused by the midwife using too strong a dis- 
infectant. It is to be regretted that Dr. Kyffin should 
have been prevented notifying and thus earning half-a 
crown, yet one might well ask him, if the discharge was 
caused by the midwife putting in too strong a disinfec 
tant, then why was the disinfectant put in on the tenth 
day? Surely not because the eyes were well? The ano 
malous circumstances which surround the regulating of a 
midwife’s practice—or rather which harry and hamper 
her—might almost have been devised in order to discour 
age decent women from entering the profession 

Ir is interesting to learn that a midwife in the Mid 
lands, in order to raise a test case and bring to light 
these absurd anomalies, is sending quickly for a doctor 
for the slightest discharge, and as quickly notifying the 
Health Authorities on her L.G.B. forms. She is hoping 
that searching inquiry will be made as to her large 
uumber of ophthalmia (?) cases and that the whole ques 
tion will be thrashed out. 

Tue reports of the penal sessions this week show that 
in two cases doctors omitted to tell midwives that their 
patients had septic fever. Why do some doctors refrain 
from safeguarding the public by not telling old bona fid: 
midwives when their cases are infectious? The doctors 
must know that these women are incapable of reading a 
clinical thermometer. and recognising fever until they are 
told that it is so. 


CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD 
Pena Cases ComMIrrer. 

SPECIAL meeting took place on June 10th at 
[\10.30 a.m., there being sixteen cases to be con 
sidered. Of these twelve were removed from the Roll, 
two adjourned for a report in three and six months, 
one was warned, and in the case of Miss Charlotte 
Catherine Wright (Co. of Southampton), C.M.B. certifi 
cate. no action was taken This case was one of 
ophthalmia starting on the tenth day. Seeing a discharge 
in the morning Miss Wright instilled into the eyes drops 
of perchloride of mercury solution, and as the eyes seemed 
better in the evening she did not send for a doctor until 
the next morning when medical help was telephoned for, the 
midwife taking the printed form herself next day to the 
doctor’s surgery. Dr. Lister, representing the Southamp 
ton Co. Health Authority, questioned by Miss Paget, 
surprised the Board by saying he had not sent the 
midwife any warning that the matter was being reported 
to the Board. He also said that he had three or four 
cases of the kind: but that this was the worst. Sir 








Shirley Murphy pointed out that having secured the 
doctor by telephone, by taking the printed form herself 
to the surgery next morning, it had arrived as soon as if 
she had posted it. 
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WARNED 

Ellen Sisson Derbyshire) lhis case was defended by 
Mr. F. G. Robinson, solicitor, of Ilkeston, Derbyshire. and 
some interesting points were brought out during the 
hearing. The charge was one of neglecting to call in 
medical help to an infant sufferi from discharge from 
the eyes. The mother, an unmarried girl, was brought 
up to give evidence, and Dr. Watt, M.O.H. who treated 
the eyes when the child was three weeks old, was also 
present. Counsel for the defence explained that until a 
year ago, Dr. Marion Archibald had been employed by 
the Ilkeston Corporation as assistant medical officer, to 
visit under the Notification of Births Act, and she super 
vised all cases of ophthalmia in midwives’ practices. 
Since then the procedure of the County Health Authority 
had undergone a change and the assistant M.O.H. had 
been dispensed with; health visitors were now employed 
under Dr. Watt, M.O.H. 

Midwife Sisson had attended the confinement of the 
girl Rigley because another midwife refused to go, and 
had done the work for the mere pittance of 2s. 6d. Tne 
young mother owned that the midwife had told her on 
the fifth day that a doctor should see the infant’s eyes, 
but did not press it owing to her poverty, and the health 
visitor (Nurse Jones) calling on the same day gave the 
same advice, but no doctor was called and the eyes were 
treated with boracic lotion by the midwife until she left 
the case when she thought they were getting better 
Nurse Jones calling a second time after that, again said a 
doctor should be sent for. Counsel for the midwife sub- 
mitted that it was Mrs. Sisson’s first case of ophthalmia 
and that. as the health visitor had seen it on the fifth 
day she was under the misapprehension that it was not 
necessary for her to notify, which she had never done 
under the supervision of the late assistant M.O.H. It 
transpired that Nurse Jones, who holds a sanitary certifi 
cate but is not fully trained as a nurse, nor a midwife, 
did not notify the M.O.H. for some days after she saw 
the discharge on the fifth day, and counsel suggested that 
surely the health visitor should have made some effort, 
apart from the midwife’s failure, to save the child’s eyes 
by securing medical treatment Ultimately when the 
infant was three weeks old Dr. Watt had it brought daily 
to him at the Town Hall. The sight of both eyes was 
very much impaired Dr. Mar Archibald wrote a 
letter saying she had visited about 300 cases of Mrs 
Sisson’s who no doubt had come to depend upon her 





visits. and that she considered her a clean and careful 
midwife and was sorry to know she had a case of 
ophthalmia. The Board decided to give Mrs. Sisson a 
warning that she must strictly obey her rules; the 





Chairman regretted that when the helpful supervision of 
the late assistant M.O.H. had been removed some 
other adequate care had not been supplied; he said the 
Board considered the health visitor at fault in not report 
ing the matter of the discharging ey until some days 
ifter first seeing them 

ADJOURNED FOR A REPORT. 

Vary Fitzpatrick sury The charge in this case was, 
that having confined a woman, the midwife paid no 
further visit, her inspector writing that she admitted not 
taking temperature and pulse. The defence was that the 
midwife was taken ill the day after the confinement and 
sent her son to sav she could not come The patient’s 
husband secured other help, and a member of the Board 
pointed out that, as someone else was in charge, that may 
have been the reason she paid no further visit 

Vary Seal (Surrey) neglected to send for a doctor to 
stitch a torn perineum. The midwife admitted seeing a 
small tear and stitching it herself with ordinary needle 
and thread. Six weeks later a district nurse was called 
in to give a douche, the patient suffering from pelvic 
cellulitis, and she noticed the tear which ran almost to 
the sphincter muscle 

REMOVED 

Four Staffordshire midwives were removed from the 
Roll, Mary Ashmore, Rachel Calloway, Ann Cox and 
Eliza Latham. In the case of Mary Ashmore she had 
given no notice of intention to practise since 1913. 
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Rachel Calloway had failed to send out her printed 
form to a doctor, although she had advised it, to see a 
feeble premature child of an unmarried mother, and when 
she got there next morning the child was dead. Another 
serious charge against this midwife was, that she was not 
of sober habits. Her age is 74 

Ann Coz, a well-preserved old woman of 75 years, of 
whom doctor said she gave trouble than any 
midwife about! The Boare removed her because of her 
inability to keep the Rules. 

Eliza Latham, who owned to being nearly 82 years, had 
the character from her inspector of being able to use a 
clinical thermometer, and of being clean. Yet she failed 
to take her patient’s temperature, and to disinfect her 
hands before making a vaginal examination. 

Elizabeth Chivers (Newport, Mon.). Incapability of 
keeping the Rules. A health visitor deposed seeing an 
infant on the eighth day with swollen eyes discharging 
thick matter, for which she herself got medical treatment. 

Jane Coxhead (Lancashire). Several breaches of the 
Rules were proved against midwife Coxhead ut others 
were not provec-—one patient refusing to give informa- 
tion, and another owning that when she told the inspector 
that her temperature had not been taken, she thought the 
midwife had done wrong to put the tube under her arm 
so did not mention it! 

Mary Mitchell (Lancs.) had a case of ante-partum 
hemorrhage a week before labour, for which she called in 
no doctor and though the patient fainted twice during 
labour she still called no doctor, until two days later 
when the patient was very ill with acute septic fever 
which proved fatal. No notification was sent, therefore 
the midwife was not disinfected, and she infected two of 
her other patients, with fatal results. The midwife 
blamed the doctor for not telling her it was fever. 

Emma Smith (Lancashire) failed to visit her patients in 
accordance with the Rules. Also her manner was such 
as to lend suspicion to her taking alcohol or drugs. 

Emma Hunter (Warrington) neglected to disinfect her 
hands before making a vaginal examination, only lubri- 
cating the fingers, also breaking the Rules as regards 
taking pulse and temperature and keeping a register. She 
denied giving a newly born twin tea from a cup, saying 
it was gruel! 

Annie Roden Having been called to a patient 
suffering from month before labour she 
failed to send for a doctor, and at the confinement when 
there was again loss no doctor was called. The 
patient later became septic and died. The midwife’s 
defence was that she was not engaged for the case, but 
only went as a relief midwife. The Board did not con 
sider that excused her from sending for a doctor for the 
ante-partum hemorrhage, nor for the hemorrhage at the 
confinement. 

Margaret White (West Riding). This 
case of false statements in regard to stillbirths; the 
midwife stated that the child had been born alive and 
lived some minutes, when the post-mortem proved it had 
in fact never breathed. Dr. Kaye, M.O.H., who was 
present, said it was the custom among certain midwives 
in the district to say a child had lived if it would help 
the parents to any insurance money, yet tc go to the 
undertaker and sign that the same child was stillborn, in 
order to get it more cheaply buried 

Mary Wroe (Dewsbury). This midwife, whose age is 
77, failed to send for a doctor for a case of rigor and 
raised temperature on the second day. The mother called 
in Dr. Pritchard on the fourth day, and he found the 
patient hopelessly ill with a temperature of 104°. Dr. 
Pritchard admitted that he did not tell the midwife it 
was a case of puerperal fever, and she continued to attend 
her other cases. 
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Tue President of the British Medical Council, at~the 
99th session, referred in his address to the appointment 
of Dr. McVail, Dr. Norman Walker, and himself as 
members of a board for improving the medical and nursing 
services in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. The 
Board, he said, had only begun its work, but already it 
was impressed with the urgent importance of securing 
better training for midwives and of legally regulating their 
practice in the districts with which it was concerned. 





LIVERPOOL MIDWIVES’ ASSOCIATION 


MEETING was held in the Medical School of the 

University of Liverpool, in connection with the 
Association. Professor Briggs presided and among those 
present were Mrs. Briggs, plies Paget, Miss Fynes- 
Clinton (Secretary of the Midwives’ Institute), Miss 
Eleanor Rathbone, C.C., Mrs. Adrian (Inspector of Mid- 
wives) and matrons from the district homes of the Queen 
Victoria Nursing Association and the various hospitals. 
Professor Briggs alluded to the encouraging contrast in 
the Association’s roll, which numbered 205 at gg as 
compared with 45 at the first meeting in May, 1908 ; 
there was a credit balance of £277 13s. 9d., and this the 
Professor considered highly satisfactory. Reference was 
also made to the kindly feeling which existed between 
the Medical Officer of Health (Dr. Hope), the medical 
profession, and the midwives. 

Miss Rosalind Paget then gave a very encouraging and 
stimulating report of the work which had been accom- 
plished during the past year by the Midwives’ Institute, 
to which the Liverpool and District Trained Midwives’ 
Association is affiliated, and emphasised the importance 
of co-operation in every branch of the work, for improv- 
ing the condition of the mother and child. Miss Paget 
stated that powers were being sought from Parliament 
regarding the inspection of lying-in homes, and that it 
was also intended to bring the Midwives Amending Act 
before Parliament. 

At the close of Miss Paget’s address, Professor Briggs 
presented badges of membership of the Liverpool and 
District Trained Midwives’ Association to Miss Paget and 
Miss Fynes-Clinton. A short discussion followed regard- 
ing the fees of midwives and other subjects of general 
interest. Miss Regan (Liverpool) proposed a resolution 
expressing the thanks of the Association to the Health 
Committee, and to Dr. Hope, Dr. Musson, and the muni- 
cipal staff, for the help and guidance so willingly given, 
both individually to the midwives, and to the Association. 
The resolution was seconded by Miss Williamson and 
carried unanimously. At the close of the meeting a visit 
was paid to the Obstetrical Museum, after which the 
members were entertained to tea by Mrs. Briggs. 








THE LETTER BOX 


Our readers are invited to send their opinions on any 
subject of interest to nurses, so that this feature may be 
a medium of useful and helpful exchange of thought and 
experience. We are not responsible for the opinions 
expressed hy our correspondents. 


May Midwifery Competition. 


I was very pleased to learn I had won a prize. It is 
surprising how many little things one learns from going 
in for a competition of this kind. I also find that, how- 
ever many years one may have been nursing, there are 
always little things cropping up in other people’s experi- 
ence that are very useful when put into practice. I often 
get little tips from Tae Nursinc Times. With many 
thanks Cuarinc Cross. 


Midwives in the Argentine. 

my fellow 
midwives 

(mid- 


| THOUGHT interest 
nurses to hear 


in this country, 


perhaps it might 
about the examination for 
and the diploma of Partera 
wifery) which I have just been successful in obtain- 
ing. It is not legal to practise without it but to 
obtain it the candidate requires a great deal of patience, 
some money and a fair knowledge of Spanish in addition 
to a knowledge of nursing. The studies cover a much 
wider ground than those studied by intending midwives in 
England and I had to look up a lot of subjects which I 
learnt while in general training, and again and again I 
have felt grateful for the thorough grounding which we 
received at Camberwell Infirmary. There are three exami- 
nations, the first and second being oral and the third 
practical. Fortunately for me I was well up in the sub- 
jects upon which I was questioned and in both examina- 
tions the doctors were satisfied in five minutes. I was the 
only English nurse among thirteen foreigners. 
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